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I. INTRODUCTION
A. Guiding Principles
1. Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation Mission
TDEC exists to enhance the quality of life for citizens of Tennessee and be good stewards
of our natural environment by
• protecting and improving the quality of Tennessee’s air, land, and water through a
responsible regulatory system
• protecting and promoting human health and safety
• conserving and promoting natural, cultural, and historic resources
• providing a variety of quality outdoor recreational experiences
2. Tennessee State Parks Mission
To preserve and protect, in perpetuity, unique examples of natural, cultural, and scenic
areas and provide a variety of safe, quality, outdoor experiences through a well-planned and
professionally managed system of state parks.
3. Cedars of Lebanon State Park Mission
The mission of Cedars of Lebanon State Park is to provide a sense of place through
quality outdoor opportunities and rich visitor experiences that inspire appreciation, enjoyment,
and protection of the unique and fragile cedar glade ecosystem and create meaningful
connections to the historical and cultural heritage underpinning the park’s establishment.
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Limestone Cedar Glade
B. Significance
1. Natural Significance
Cedars of Lebanon State Park is part of the 10,000-acre Cedars of Lebanon State Forest,
considered the “largest contiguous cedar glades-barrens complex in public ownership in Middle
Tennessee.” [TN Dept. Agriculture] The park is in close proximity (< 8 miles) to five cedar
glade state natural areas, including three located within the state forest, and within 27 miles of
nine additional glades-barrens SNAs in southeastern Davidson, northern Rutherford, and
southern Wilson counties.
Cedar glades and barrens ecosystems are globally rare. The highest concentration of
glades occur in the Central Basin of Tennessee with 23 endemic or near-endemic plant species
noted. [Baskin & Baskin, 1989] To date, 31 rare and/or endemic species have been found in the
park and surrounding forest. The Division of Natural Areas’ Resource Management Plan for
Flat Rock Cedar Glades and Barrens State Natural Area located 20 miles south of the park notes
that “cedar glades may also act like evolutionary islands by providing a localized and relatively
stable habitat over time” conducive to high rates of endemism and quotes Vanderbilt University
professor and cedar glade expert Dr. Elsie Quarterman, “here, in this place [the cedar glades], at
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some time remote or recent or both, the processes of evolution have been particularly active or
else the processes of extinction have been particularly slow.”
Karst topography is a defining characteristic of the park and adjacent forest. Limestone
rock outcrops, crevices, caves, and the unique hydrology they create give rise to the area’s
signature mosaic of biological communities -- forests, woodlands, barrens, and glades -supporting a diverse mix of associated rare plant and animal species. A new species of
grasshopper discovered in the park, Melanoplus ingrami, was described in 2010 and is believed
to be endemic to limestone glades. [Appendix J]
An extensive network of caves and underground passages are linked in the Ridley
Limestone underlying the park. Several openings, including Jackson Cave, Hermit Cave,
Procrastination Cave, and Grotto Pit, permit access from the surface. Drainage through these
underground passages results in few perennial surface streams in the area. The occurrence of
rain-event and seasonal vernal pools is important to daily existence for many animals and in the
life cycles of certain organisms, such as amphibians and some species of aquatic snails.
Filtration of surface water through depression pools is equally important to subterranean species,
like Typhlichthys subterraneus (southern cavefish) and Gyrinophilus palleucus (Tennessee cave
salamander) and their habitats.
2. Cultural Significance
Cedars of Lebanon encompasses a spectrum of rich cultural history. Small communities
grew and prospered around the bountiful timber, particularly eastern red cedar, growing in the
rocky limestone soil. They were able to weather the temporary hardships of civil war and early
economic downturns thanks to the variety of industries needing wood.
Depleted forest resources coupled with severe economic depression and lack of farmable
land in the 1930s led to the demise of these communities and resettlement of families under
Roosevelt’s New Deal policies. The exhausted forest and farm lands were designated as a state
park, one of the first in Tennessee. Little evidence of the homes, farm buildings, and businesses
remain within the park boundary. A 1937 law required these structures to be torn down in order
to restore the land to a “natural” condition. However, stone walls, wells, chimneys, house
foundations, and family cemeteries may still be found, signifying the area’s pre-park history.
Locations of several family homes have been mapped. Many relatives of the area’s original
families still live in or near Lebanon and other Wilson County communities. They visit the park
and share photos or stories from their ancestors, enhancing the park’s ability to honor and
interpret this early history.
The buildings, cabins, and shelters constructed by the federal Works Progress
Administration (WPA) following resettlement represent Cedars of Lebanon’s primary cultural
assets. Using red cedar wood and limestone rock quarried on site or repurposed from
homesteads, these manmade structures characterize the park as much as the natural cedar glades.
This beautiful rock and timber construction and the era it represents were recognized in the
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park’s listing on the National Register of Historic Places as the Cedars of Lebanon State Park
Historic District in 1995.

Cedar Forest Lodge
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C. Management Authority
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
312 Roda L. Parks Avenue
Tennessee Tower, 2nd Floor
Nashville, TN 37243
http://tnstateparks.com/
Cedars of Lebanon State Park
328 Cedar Forest Rd.
Lebanon, TN 37090
(615) 443-2769
http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/cedars-of-lebanon
Contact:
Wayne Ingram, Cedars of Lebanon State Park Manager
Wayne.Ingram@tn.gov

II. DESCRIPTION
A. Statutes, Rules, and Regulations
Cedars of Lebanon is designated as a State Park under Chapter 11 Natural Areas and
Recreation of the Tennessee Code Annotated, Authority: TCA 11-1-108.

B. Project History Summary
The area now known as Cedars of Lebanon State Park and Forest was once pristine
wilderness — a mosaic of dense forests on deeper soils, cedar woodlands amid rock outcrops,
grass barrens on shallower soils, and open glades of exposed limestone bedrock. Native
American tribes to the east and west often shared the forested central part of Tennessee as
favored hunting grounds. Revolutionary War land grants from the newly formed United States
government enticed white settlers into Middle Tennessee in the late 1700s. As the number of
settlers increased in the early 1800s, small communities began to form and grow in southern
Wilson County. Hurricane, Baird’s Mill, Huddleston’s Cross Roads, Richmond Shop, and Vine
developed around the main thoroughfare between Lebanon and Murfreesboro. In the mid 1800s,
timber became the primary industry and economic driver for these communities whose
prosperity depended on their forests, a resource that would not last.
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The development of Cedars of Lebanon State Park reflects both the struggles of these
small farm and timber communities mired in the economic distress of the Great Depression and
the birth of a new vision for state parks. Having exhausted the wealth of red cedar and other
timber, families found farming the “glady” soil a poor substitute. President Roosevelt’s New
Deal programs were sought as a remedy to the area’s poverty. Through the Resettlement
Administration and Farm Security Administration in 1935, the federal government purchased
land that had been held for generations with the intent to relocate families to more productive
farms. Some families resisted despite their difficult living conditions, but eventually the effort
procured approximately 9,000 acres of diminished forest and farmland.
Lebanon Cedar Forest Project, championed by local
officials such as Dixon Lanier Merritt (pictured), represented the
new idea that state parks should provide places for public
outdoor recreation, emphasizing reforestation and reclamation.
Between late 1935 and 1939, Roosevelt’s Work Progress
Administration employed local people, including many who had
owned the land. Under U.S. Forest Service supervision, the
workers built roads, installed power lines, and constructed
buildings, cabins, and shelters using red cedar and limestone
quarried on the property. Cedar Forest Lodge is among the finest
examples of their work. Nurseries in the park grew trees and
other plants for forest restoration.
Lebanon Cedar Forest officially opened in September 1937, one of the first state parks
established in Tennessee. Management transferred to Tennessee Department of Conservation in
1939, and the park was renamed Cedars of Lebanon State Park. In 1949, the U.S. Forest Service
directed Tennessee’s Division of State Parks to retain jurisdiction of the recreational areas (> 800
acres) and the Division of Forestry to oversee the remaining 8,000 acres as a state forest. Federal
authorities officially deeded the land to Tennessee in 1955. The park and its structures are now
listed on the National Register of Historic Places as the Cedars of Lebanon State Park Historic
District. [Appendix B]
Over the years, the park has bought or secured easements for adjoining properties
bringing its total acreage to 1,181.46. [Appendix C] The most recent acquisition involved 12.67
acres north of Saddle Brook Farm subdivision. A pit cave on this parcel ties into the Jackson
Cave system.
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An abandoned farmstead near the park circa 1935.

C. Natural Resource Assessment
1. Description of Area
Cedars of Lebanon State Park and much of the state forest lie within the United States
Geological Survey Vine topographic quadrangle near the southwestern edge of Wilson County
and are part of the Inner Basin subregion of the Central Basin (Nashville Basin) physiographic
province in the Interior Low Plateau of Middle Tennessee. Gently rolling topography contains
widely scattered knobs and hills between 700 and 800 feet in elevation separated by broad valley
floors near 600 feet. Few surface tributaries drain into the Stones River. [Park map, Appendix
A]
The Middle Ordovician Period (460 mya) of Stones River Group limestones represent a
depositional marine environment for carbonate sediments in quiet, warm, shallow waters. Ridley
Limestone, Lebanon Limestone, and Carters Limestone are the primary formations in the park
and forest. Fossils are quite common in all three layers and include bryozoans, brachiopods,
cephalopods, gastropods, sponges, corals, and trilobites among others. Hermitage Formation in
the younger Nashville Group caps a small number of hills topping 800 feet. Lebanon Limestone
is dominant, a 100-foot-thick formation composed of a series of thin beds, typically only a few
inches each, separated by calcareous shale partings.
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Originally called “Glade Limestone” before being renamed for the city, the Lebanon
formation is distinguished by frequent areas of thin soil or the absence of soil, where exposed
bedrock and gravel are common. Unique rock communities known as the cedar glades occur in
these areas. Harsh temperatures and hydrologic conditions in summer and winter prompted
evolutionary adaptations that allow endemic species to tolerate or circumvent these extremes.
Limestones are
prone to dissolution
from surface and
groundwater,
producing a mix of
rock outcrops,
depressions, sinkholes,
caves, and
underground passages
with a dry surface.
This type of
topography is called
karst terrain. Cedars
of Lebanon State Park
and Forest occupy one of the largest karst terrains in Middle Tennessee.
Sinkholes are prevalent features of both Lebanon and Ridley formations. In The Geologic
History of Nashville, Robert Miller states, “...sinkholes and depressions in the Lebanon outcrop
belt are not as large as those of the Ridley and seem to represent more localized solution
development in contrast to the large depressions with multiple sinkholes and interconnected
solution openings including caves that may extend for over a mile in...the Ridley.” The park
contains both types.
Several caves with discrete openings in the park and forest are linked underground as part
of a system running through thick-bedded Ridley Limestone. Procrastination Cave with 10,000
feet of passages, Hermit Cave (115 feet), and Grotto Pit (134 feet with a 32-foot vertical drop
entrance) feed into Jackson Cave (4,500 feet), which contains a pool of water and an intermittent
stream. Following heavy rain events, flood waters overflow through the cave’s opening into
Cave Creek. Numerous other caves, such as Cedar Forest Cave and Hurricane Creek Cave, are
found within the forest. [Appendix D]
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Hermit Cave
These cave systems are home to several rare and endangered species: Typhlichthys
subterraneus (southern cavefish), Neotoma magister (Allegheny woodrat), Gyrinophilus
palleucus (Tennessee cave salamander), and Pseudanophthalmus acherontis (echo cave beetle).
In addition, tricolored bats, Virginia opossums, raccoons, gray foxes and many invertebrate
species are seen in the caves.
Soil series are mainly Talbot and Gladeville, with small pockets of deeper, moister
Bradyville soils. Slopes range from 2 to 20 percent. Areas of extensive rock outcrops can be
found in map units within each series. Deeper soils are eroded, acidic, and low in fertility and
organic content. Soils in the Gladeville—Rock Outcrop Complex are darker and more fertile,
but shallow depth limits available water.
The term ‘cedar glades’ encompasses a suite of community variations based on soil
depth, classified by NatureServe as the Nashville Basin Limestone Glade and Woodland
(CS202.334). [Appendix E] Exposures of bare slab and pavement bedrock with crustose lichens
and tough mosses such as Schistidium apocarpum (prickly cannikin moss) and Orthotrichum
strangulatum (shy bristle moss) occupy one end of the spectrum. Weathered joints and
crumbling limestone flags hold small amounts of soil to 2 inches for tap-rooted perennials,
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Echinacea tennesseensis (Tennessee coneflower), and small annuals, Leavenworthia stylosa

(cedar glade-cress) and Sporobolus vaginiflorus var. vaginiflorus (poverty dropseed).
Cedar woodlands with glade moss and lichens
Areas of deeper soil 2-8 inches feature perennial grasses and forbs like Schizachyrium
scoparium (little bluestem) and Rudbeckia fulgida var. fulgida (orange coneflower). On glade
margins, soils 8-12 inches deep support woody shrub species, e.g. Forestiera ligustrina (glade
privet) and Hypericum frondosum (glade St. Johnswort), with a groundcover of Pleurochaete
squarrosa (glade moss) and lichens plus the signature tree species Juniperus virginiana (eastern
red cedar). These margins grade into cedar woodlands with hardwoods such as Quercus stellata,
post oak; Ulmus alata, winged elm; and Fraxinus quadrangulata, blue ash.
Glade communities may harbor unique fauna. Melanoplus ingrami (glade grasshopper)
was recently discovered and described from individuals collected in the park. Ambystoma
barbouri (streamside salamander) has been discovered in seasonal streams on forest land
including the eastern-most known population in the state on a tributary of Fall Creek. Vertigo
rugosula (striate vertigo land snail) is endemic to dry karst glades.
Hardwood forest communities in the park reflect the dry, calcareous influence of karst
terrain with soils over a foot deep. NatureServe places these forest associations within the broad
classification Southern Interior Low Plateau Dry-Mesic Oak Forest (CES202.898). [Appendix
E] Several species of oaks are found in the canopy at the park: Quercus muhlenbergia
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(chinkapin oak), Q. shumardii (Shumard oak), Q. alba (white oak), Q. stellata (post oak), Q.
velutina (black oak), and Q. rubra (red oak). Hickories are also prominent, including Carya
carolinae-septentrionalis (southern shagbark hickory) and C. glabra (pignut hickory).
Understory species include Cercis canadensis (redbud), Viburnum rufidulum (rusty blackhaw
viburnum), Ostrya virginiana (American hophornbeam), and Cornus florida (flowering
dogwood). Juniperus virginiana (eastern red cedar) has a significant presence in most forested
areas. Pure deciduous stands do occur on higher elevation hills. [Plant List, Appendix F]
Currently, there are no large scale native grasslands in the park or forest. However,
historic land data suggest there may have been grass barrens in the area. The barrens would have
become successional forests in the absence of natural fire. A search for community markers,
such as remnant native grass populations and old open-grown post oaks, could reveal prospective
areas for targeted restoration management.
Cedars of Lebanon acquired approximately 75 acres of agricultural fields on the park’s
western edge in 2008. Densely treed fence rows separate these fields into several distinct areas.
Beyond mowing, there has been no active management until March 2016 when one large and
one small parcel were burned. The fields contain a variety of common forbs and some grasses
both native and non-native* — Asclepias syriaca (common milkweed), Cirsium discolor (field
thistle), Solidago altissima (tall goldenrod), Ambrosia artemisiifolia (common ragweed),
Sporobolus compositus var. compositus (composite dropseed), Tridens flavus (purple top),
Lespedeza cuneata* (sericea lespedeza), Sorghum halepense* (Johnson grass). Exposures of
bedrock regularly occur and are often accompanied by cedar glade flora such as Opuntia
humifusa (prickly-pear cactus). Management strategies to reduce non-native species, increase
warm season native grasses, and improve wildlife habitat are being employed. [Appendix G]
2. Description of Threats
Inappropriate Use and Activity
Trash dumping and unauthorized off-road or all-terrain vehicles pose significant threats
to the open cedar glades where these activities are most likely to occur. Campfires, target
shooting, and ATV tracks deface the glades and trample sensitive habitats for rare species like
Schoenolirion croceum (yellow sunnybells) and Phemeranthus calcaricus (limestone
fameflower).
Caving is an approved activity in the park, and anyone entering park or forest caves must
get a permit at the office. Damage to interior cave features prompted installation of a gate on
Hermit Cave. Illegal dumping of rocks and dirt or chemicals and trash in sinkholes threatens the
underground water supply and its quality, placing animals dependent on this aquatic environment
at risk.
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Phemeranthus calcaricus (limestone fameflower)
Adjacent Private Development
Substantial population growth within the greater Nashville area includes both cities
flanking the park along Highway 231, Murfreesboro to the south and Lebanon to the north.
According to the Tennessee State Data Center, Rutherford and Wilson counties are in the top
five for fastest growth. The Nashville Area Metropolitan Planning Organization projects a
regional population approaching 2.2 million people by 2035, larger than the Denver region
today.
Private development, mostly residential, already surrounds the park to the west along
Highway 231, north on State Route 265, and south on E. Richmond Shop Road. Saddle Brook
Farms subdivision is sited in the midst of park and forest land off Burnt House Road. Cedar
Forest Road bisects the park and serves as a public route for area residents.
Continued development and disturbance along Highway 231 and within small
communities on the park’s periphery present many challenges: higher visitation, more vehicular
traffic, greater isolation pressures on wildlife, domestic and/or feral animals, and increasing
exposure to invasive species.

Invasive Species
Several non-native invasive plant species maintain a persistent presence in the cedar
woodlands. Ailanthus altissima (tree-of-heaven) encroaches on overgrown glade margins and
establishes groves of small stems in woodlands. Shallow drier soils may offer some check.
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Ligustrum sinense (Chinese privet) and Microstegium vimineum (Japanese stiltgrass) prefer
moist areas. The latter species becomes a thick ground cover displacing other herbaceous plants.
Lonicera japonica (Japanese honeysuckle vine) occurs in the meadows and woodlands.
Lespedeza cuneata (sericea lespedeza) is rampant in the meadows and sunny openings near park
boundaries.
As more development surrounds the park, horticultural species used in landscaping and
known to invade natural communities could become an issue. Species to watch include
Euonymus alatus (winged burning bush), Berberis bealei (leatherleaf mahonia), Nandina
domestica (heavenly bamboo), and Pyrus calleryana (callery or Bradford pear).
Invasive insects and pathogens also threaten important species in the park. Agrilus
planipennis (emerald ash borer) has killed hundreds of millions of ash trees since its 2002
introduction in Michigan. It has been reported in Wilson County resulting in a ban on off-site
firewood, but there are no confirmed findings in the park. Fraxinus americana (white ash) and
F. quadrangulata (blue ash) are prominent hardwood species in the forests. Blue ash is an
important associate species in cedar woodlands with a community global conservation status
rank of G3 (vulnerable) at moderate risk of extinction. Dead and dying ash trees pose a safety
concern in public areas of the park and a significant expense for removal.
Vigilance is required for other pests such as Lymantria dispar (gypsy moth) and
Anoplophora glabripennis (Asian long-horned beetle) both of which attack numerous hardwood
tree species. Combined activity of Pityophthorus juglandis (walnut twig beetle) and the fungus
Geosmithia morbida result in dieback and death of Juglans nigra (black walnut) from thousand
cankers disease, recently found in Tennessee.
Natural System Changes
Deprived of natural disturbance processes such as fire, biological communities that would
otherwise retain a more open appearance develop into thickets, shading out species adapted to
higher light conditions. Lack of active management for decades has reduced community and
species diversity. Introduction of prescribed fire, selective thinning, or use of a Gyro-track is
needed to open glade margins, restore barrens systems, deter invasive species, rejuvenate forests,
and improve wildlife habitat. Prescribed fire would also reduce fuel loads and the possibility of a
catastrophic fire event that could endanger park structures and neighboring residences.
While the full range of regional and local effects from climate change are hard to predict,
increases in storm intensity and weather extremes could lead to extensive loss of trees in shallow
soils, major flooding, and severe drought. Such widespread disturbances place rare species at
risk through long-term alteration of their habitats and heightened opportunities for establishment
of non-native invasive species.

D. Cultural Resource Assessment
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1. Description of Area
The cultural heritage at Cedars of Lebanon celebrates two distinct histories. The first
involves traces of the original property owners’ homesteads that survived demolition efforts to
return the land to a “natural” state. Archeological sites featuring stone walls, wells, chimneys,
and house foundations have been mapped within the park and belonged to the Patterson, Barrett,
Warren, Pardon, Hobbs, Lannon, Jackson, and Clemmons families. Period tools and farm
implements on display in the park office evoke the self-reliant lifestyles of these early county
residents.

Newly renovated Cabin 11
The second history centers around creation of the public park. Local workers hired under
the Works Progress Administration in the 1930s constructed buildings of stone and wood
quarried, cut, or repurposed on site. In style and craftsmanship, these structures represent the era
and are closely identified with the New Deal policies of the Roosevelt administration to counter
economic hardships of the Great Depression.
Key among these structures are four cabins, several shelters, the Nature Center, and Cedar Forest
Lodge, the park’s centerpiece. Its gracefully scaled stone and cedar wood construction anchors
the heart of the park. Two of the four cabins are of stone construction, and two are log
construction. Log Cabin 11 has been completely renovated for overnight rental. Shelter 1 is the

15

largest with a massive stone fireplace. The Nature Center was originally a pool house. A section
of the old concrete pool is visible in the ground of the butterfly garden in back.
Additional buildings include the garage at Cabin 13, dynamite storage house in
campground 3, generator house, and cave overlook shelters. WPA workers also built a picnic
table, bridge foundations, rock columns supporting lights, water fountains, and rail fences.
Several cultural artifacts are located around the park. Millstones at the Cedar Forest Lodge, rock
work and two millstones at the park office, Bennett millstone behind the lodge, and a roller stone
signify historic industry. [Appendix H]
WPA sponsored work training programs or recreation projects for women teaching skills
needed for sewing, weaving, chair caning, and other home crafts. Employing these skills,
women could earn wages making clothing and other items for the needy. A large loom in the
park’s Nature Center was built and used by WPA to train area women in the 1930s.
2. Description of Threats
Public use and general wear on the buildings pose the most consistent threat. Routine
and preventative maintenance are needed to ensure long-term protection. Vandalism, while
uncommon, remains a real possibility. Old home site foundations, chimneys, and rock walls are
subject to the slow forces of nature as the surrounding forests grow and mature.

E. Target Elements
Three target areas for Cedars of Lebanon State Park are protection and enhancement of
rare habitats, rare or endemic species, and historic structures.
1. Ecological systems
There are two primary ecological systems at Cedars of Lebanon: glades and barrens of
the Nashville Basin Limestone Glade and Woodland and the Southern Interior Low Plateau DryMesic Oak Forest, each with their component associations and rare species. Both systems have
areas needing active management. It will be a priority to identify potential transitional areas
between open glades and cedar forests for selective management (burning, thinning, Gyro-trac)
to improve ecological health, increase habitat diversity within the glade/barren/forest mosaic and
encourage conservative species currently shaded out by dense growth at glade margins.
A second priority is to identify locations of non-native species invasion and eliminate or
reduce the threat through appropriate management techniques. Emerald ash borer (EAB) has
been found in Wilson County and represents a severe threat to forest stands containing Fraxinus
spp. White ash and blue ash are significant species in terms of abundance, and blue ash is a
dominant component of the eastern red cedar/blue ash/Canada leafcup association, a G3
community. EAB traps should be used to gauge presence of this pest within the park. Key
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stands and individual trees in public areas or on highly visible trails should be identified for

potential prophylactic treatment.
Ailanthus altissima (tree-of-heaven) on glade margins
Several non-native plant species occur in all but open glade habitats. Among the worst
are Ailanthus altissima (tree-of-heaven) proliferating on glade margins and in cedars woodlands
and Ligustrum sinense (Chinese privet) prevalent in moist cedar woodlands. Locations of these
and other serious infestations should be targeted with appropriate management techniques such
as physical removal and chemical treatment.
A third priority for important ecological systems is to identify sensitive areas prone to
inappropriate activity, like four-wheeling, and take steps to protect the habitats by blocking ATV
access and removing trash.
2. Species
Given the unique nature of these ecological systems, it is important to develop and
maintain a comprehensive list of plant and animals species at Cedars of Lebanon. The park
should partner with area universities on research projects and citizen science groups on “all taxa
biodiversity inventories” (ATBI) to document species on public land. The need for additional
botanical work in Cedars of Lebanon was emphasized in the 2003 ecological assessment by
Bailey et al. This would apply equally to all taxonomic groups.
Protection of sensitive species’ habitats from inappropriate activities should be
paramount. Damage from ATV use at the Schoenolirion croceum (yellow sunnybell) site on
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Cedar Forest Road is extensive and threatens that population. Strategic placement of boulders
and other means of restricting access are needed.
The tables below are partial lists of known* or possible rare and/or endemic plant and
animal species in the park and forest. Habitats at Cedars of Lebanon may also support additional
rare species in the state including five species of birds, four bats, three rodents, and one reptile.

Scientific Name (Plants)

Common Name

Global
Rank

State
Rank

State
List/Feder
al

Anemone caroliniana*

Carolina anemone

G5

S1S2

E

Arabis pycnocarpa var. adpressipilis*

hairy rockcress

G5

S1

T

Astragalus tennesseensis*

Tennessee milk-vetch

G3

S3

SC

Dalea candida*

white prairie-clover

G5

S2

SC

Dalea foliosa*

leafy prairie-clover

G2G3

S2S3

E/LE

Dalea gattingeri*

Gattinger’s prairie-clover

Dalea purpurea*

violet prairie-clover

G5

S1

E

Echinacea tennessensis*

Tennessee coneflower

G2

S2

T/DM

Evolvulus nuttallianus*

shaggy dwarf morning-glory

G5

S3

SC

Hydrastis canadensis*

goldenseal

SC, CE

Leavenworthia exigua var. exigua*

Tennessee glade-cress

SC

Leavenworthia stylosa*

cedar glade-cress

Leavenworthia torulosa

necklace glade-cress

Leavenworthia uniflora*

Michaux’s glade-cress

Lobelia appendiculatum var. gattingeri*

Gattinger’s lobelia

Mirabilis albida*

white four-o-clock

Oxalis priceae*

Price’s yellow wood-sorrel

Panax quinquefolius*

ginseng

Pediomelum subacaule*

Nashville breadroot

Penstemon tenuiflorus*

slender beard-tongue

G5

S2

T

G3G4

S3S4

SC, CE
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Scientific Name (Plants)

Common Name

Global
Rank

State
Rank

State
List/Feder
al

Phacelia dubia var. interior

glade phacelia

Phemeranthus calcaricus*

limestone fameflower

G3

S3

SC

Phlox bifida ssp. stellaria*

glade cleft phlox

G5?T3

S3

T

Phlox pilosa ssp. ozarkana*

Ozark downy phlox

G5T4?

S1S2

SC

Schoenolirion croceum*

yellow sunnybell

G4

S3

T

Scleria verticillata*

low nut-rush

G5

S2

SC

Silphium pinnatifidum*

tansy rosinweed

G3Q

S2

T

Solidago gattingeri

Gattinger’s goldenrod

G3?Q

S1

E

Viola septemloba var. egglestonii*

glade violet

Zanthoxylum americanum*

prickly-ash

G5

S2

SC

Pediomelum subacaule (Nashville breadroot)
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Scientific Name (Animals)

Common Name

Global
Rank

State
Rank

State List

Amblyscirtes belli*

Bell’s roadside skipper

G3G4

S2S3

Ambystoma barbouri*

streamside salamander

G4

S2S3

D

Argillophora furcilla*

noctuid moth

Chondestes grammacus*

lark sparrow

G5

S1B

T

Gomphus sandrius

Tennessee clubtail dragonfly

G1

S1

Gyrinophilus palleucus*

Tennessee cave salamander

G2G3

S2

T

Melanoplus ingrami*

glade grasshopper

Nemora tuscarora*

geometrid moth

Neotoma magister*

Allegheny Woodrat

G3G4

S3

D

Porhomma cavernicola

appalachian cave spider

G5

S1?

Pseudanophthalmus acherontis

echo cave beetle

G1

S1

Typhlichthys subterraneus*

southern cavefish

G3G4

S3

D

Tyto alba*

barn owl

G5

S3

D

Vertigo rugosula

striate vertigo land snail

G4

S2

Possible rare animal species are based on their occurrence in the Central Basin per state list and the presence of
suitable habitat at Cedars of Lebanon. Rare moth species were collected by an independent researcher and noted in
the 2003 state forest ecological assessment by Bailey et al.
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Ambystoma barbouri (streamside salamander)
3. Historic structures and culture
Historical significance and craftsmanship place a high value on the park’s WPA
structures and dictate appropriate periodic refurbishing and ongoing regular maintenance to
retain their structural integrity and visual charm. Walls and doors of the Cedar Forest Lodge
were refinished last winter. Work on the chimneys, floors, and insulation are set for winter 2017.
Of the four original WPA cabins, #11 was completely renovated inside and out in 2016. Cabin
12 is slated for a total overhaul next. Shelter 1 is the largest and most significant of the WPA
designs.
Continuing efforts to solicit and document family and community histories, photo
collections, and other artifacts will enhance interpretive programming on the pre-park history of
southern Wilson County. Though little physical evidence remains on the land, approximately 60
homesteads were part of what is now Cedars of Lebanon State Park. Members of those families
are still living. Their recollections of what life was like are an important part of the historical
record, providing a sense of time and place. The park should participate in efforts to obtain their
stories, providing the opportunity and space to share memories in recorded interviews. Old
photographs and documents can be copied and archived to preserve these histories and bring
them to life through interpretation.

III. MANAGEMENT
A. Natural Resource Management Goals and Objectives
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1. Preserve and Enhance Ecological Communities
Public ownership by itself does not adequately preserve living ecological systems.
Active management is required to mimic natural processes that have been suppressed or
disrupted. The unique biological communities at Cedars need this approach per objectives listed
here.
a. Acquire topographical maps of the park divided into ±10 sections to inventory trees,
soils, glades, hydrology, and other important features. Time frame: 2017
b. Manage glades-barrens ecosystem and component organisms through thinning,
prescribed burns, invasive plant control with advice from Division of Natural Areas. Time
frame: 2017-2019
c. Manage forests for system health and habitat — thinning, invasive plant control,

emerald ash borer treatment with advice from Division of Forestry. Time frame: 2017-2019
Hyla chrysoscelis (Cope’s gray treefrog)
d. Identify emerging threats and appropriate preventative actions, e.g., require clean
grounds equipment to prevent introduction and spread of invasive species, install boot brushes at
trailheads, enforce Tennessee Department of Agriculture rules on campers’ firewood, sponsor
informational workshops for neighbors on invasive plantings. Time frame: ongoing
e. Encourage short- and long-term research on rare plants and animals, communities, and
invasive species to better understand and document species’ life histories, community processes,
and changes. Time frame: ongoing
f. Collect results of academic research partnerships, acquire species lists from collections
made in the Park/Forest (e.g., Dr. Jonathan Dey’s lichen collection at New York Botanical

22

Garden) sponsor ATBI activities (all taxa biodiversity inventories) and community inventories
using volunteers, students, and local experts. Time frame: ongoing
2. Rehabilitate Meadow Communities
Farmland used for crop production, livestock grazing, and hay was acquired by the park
in 2008. Since then, there has been no active management until a prescribed burn in the spring
of 2016. The park’s goal is to rehabilitate these fields, promoting native grasses and forbs to
foster quality bird and wildlife habitat and reproduce the open grassland physiognomy likely
found historically in the area. Ranger Zach Tinkle drafted a detailed meadow management plan
through 2019 [Appendix G] with these key objectives.
a. Inventory the site to establish a baseline of species and their abundance.
b. Introduce warm season native grass species appropriate to the Central Basin.
c. Set test plots to determine the most effective regime of prescribed burns, overseeding,
mowing, and disking to promote native grasses and forbs and deter non-native invasive species.
d. Use chemical control, spraying and pre-emergents, on non-native invasive species as
necessary.
e. Remove or drastically thin woody fencerows currently separating the fields to create a
larger expanse, retaining small pockets for wildlife and key species such as Quercus stellata
(post oak).
f. Establish a regular monitoring and management regime to protect the native grassland
community and prevent incursions of undesirable species.
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March 2016 prescribed burn in the meadow

3. Acquisition of New Properties
Discussions are currently underway regarding the transfer of all Division of Forestry state
forest land to Cedars of Lebanon State Park for permanent protection of natural and cultural
resources including rare communities and sites with quality habitat supporting rare species.
a. Under this scenario, Cedars of Lebanon would apply park natural resource
management goals to the expanded area.
b. Proposals include gating access roads to prevent off-road vehicle use and
inappropriate activities, developing seasonal trails and backcounty campsites, partnering with
Wilson County and Long Hunter State Park on development of a greenway on Cedar Forest
Road west of Highway 231, and partnering with TWRA on a hunting season.
c. State forest land would be surveyed for historical and culturally significant assets,
natural sites with rare species like Ambystoma barbouri (streamside salamander) and
Zanthoxylum americanum (common prickly ash) and high quality communities including mature
mixed forests and cedar barrens.

4. Plant Introductions
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The park’s special assemblage of biological communities presents an opportunity to
pursue rare plant introductions suited to existing habitats to increase populations of these species.
One such introduction is in process.
a. Trifolium calcaricum (running glade clover) was collected from a private land
population a few miles south of the park in Lascassas, TN. The cuttings are currently under
cultivation for introduction in the fall of 2016 in partnership with Division of Natural Areas and

Missouri Botanical Garden. [Appendix K]
Trifolium calcaricum (running glade clover) cuttings for introduction fall 2016
b. Oenothera macrocarpa (Missouri or bigfruit evening primrose) seeds have been
collected from John and Hester Lane Cedar Glades State Natural Area with permission of the
Division of Natural Areas. The seeds will be spread in suitable locations and some will be
germinated in pots for future outplanting over the next year.
c. Astragalus bibullatus (Pyne’s ground plum) was recently introduced at Couchville
Cedar Glade State Natural Area as a joint effort by the Division of Natural Areas and Missouri
Botanical Garden. This plant is a good potential candidate for future introduction at Cedars.
d. Rare plant introductions present excellent research opportunities for the academic
community. Cedars of Lebanon can partner with area institutions such as Middle Tennessee
State University for student and faculty research projects.
5. Education and Outreach
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Cedar of Lebanon State Park is uniquely situated among state parks and natural areas to
foster greater public awareness and knowledge of the cedar glades and their value.
a. Events such as the annual Elsie Quarterman Cedar Glade Wildflower Festival in May
and Tennessee Naturalist Program courses engage the local and regional public.
b. Tennessee Naturalist volunteers may contribute to these efforts working in
conjunction with park staff to review existing and develop new interpretive programs and
materials for the shorter park trails.
c. Creation of an arboretum of native woody plants, minimum 25 species, in the heart of
the park’s public space provides an opportunity for people of all ages and abilities to see and
learn about forest species. It can be accredited through Morton Arboretum’s ArbNet, and Cedars
of Lebanon would become the second state park in the nation so designated. A portion of
Ranger Bill Loewer’s grant approval for $175,000 from the federal Recreational Trails Program
will be used to develop a new half-mile arboretum trail (ADA compliant) encompassing the
Nature Center Butterfly Garden and former ball field.
American Heritage Trees, species grown from seeds of individual trees associated with
important U.S. events, places, and people, will add the dimension of history to the standard

biological interpretation for many of Cedars’ arboretum trees.
Proposed arboretum trail route
d. In conjunction with meadow rehabilitation, a birding trail will be developed with interpretive
materials.
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B. Cultural Resource Management Goals and Objectives
1. Preserve Historic Structures
a. A second round of renovations on Cedar Forest Lodge in February 2017 will focus on
the floor, chimneys, and building insulation.
b. Work on the WPA cabins will also continue with Cabin 12 next in line for substantial

interior and exterior upgrades and improvements.
WPA workers splitting shingles
2. Research Historical Land Ownership, Use, and Family Connections
a. The book Thoroughfare for Freedom, Vol. II by Jack Masters and Bill Puryear
outlines Revolutionary War land grants in Middle Tennessee from 1779 to 1804. Maps and
parcel descriptions depict a mostly open landscape where few early land grants overlap current
park and forest land. Local historical accounts in the county archives and library may further
illuminate the earliest settlers on and around park land.
b. Ongoing research of cemeteries, home sites, families, businesses, and small
communities during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries will add to the current picture of
pre-park life.
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c. The park’s land once belonged to 60 families. Living elders from these families
harbor a love for this area, wanting and needing to visit the place so deeply associated with their
past. An opportunity to share their memories through recorded interviews would preserve
rapidly disappearing historic insight to lost communities and a way of life long gone. By
inviting and encouraging family participation, the park can play a vital role in obtaining these
histories and establish an archives for the recordings as well as historic documents and
photographs. Volunteers from the park’s Friends group and park staff will contact area families
in the coming weeks to begin this process.
3. Education and Outreach
a. WPA Day annual festival in early October celebrates the park’s history and showcases
period lifestyles, occupations, craft skills, seasonal chores, tools, food, and music. New vendors
each year expand the range of exhibits and demonstrations for festival visitors.
b. The park office and Nature Center display historical artifacts, photographs, and
dioramas with interpretive signage.

IV. PUBLIC USE
A. Hiking
Cedars of Lebanon currently features five hiking trails: Cedar Glade Trail (0.5 mile),
Cedar Forest Trail (2.0 miles), Limestone Sinks Trail (0.5 mile), Hidden Springs Trail (5.0
miles), and Dixon Merritt Trail (0.5 mile). Covering relatively level terrain, these trails receive
use at all times of year, taking visitors past caves, surface karst formations, and cultural features,
through cedar glade openings, cedar woods, and oak/hickory forests, and across seasonal
streams.
At present, none of the trails are fully accessible for visitors with disability, though the
Cedar Glade Trail has a mostly smooth, bark mulch surface. The park is exploring the feasibility
of making it ADA compliant.
Primary public impact on trails is litter from hikers. Broken glass, perhaps from decades
past, is often found in glades adjacent to trails and roads. Weed seeds on hikers’ shoes can
spread invasive species like Microstegium vimineum (Japanese stiltgrass). The park will
consider installation of boot brushes at trailheads.
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Surface limestone outcrops, Cedar Forest Trail
Foot traffic through areas of flat terrain become muddy with standing water during wet
weather events. Stream crossings on Hidden Springs Trail can be slippery with or without
moving water. Bridges are planned for these locations. Routine maintenance will include trail
inspections monthly for blazes and hazards, vegetation control seasonally as needed, signage for
significant features or navigation needs, and repairs, rehabilitations, and reroutes as needed.
B. Horseback Riding
Horseback riding is a traditional recreation at Cedars of Lebanon and allows greater park
access for people of various physical abilities. However, horse traffic can cause significant trail
degradation with soil erosion, trample vegetation and sensitive habitat, compact soils, and spread
non-native invasive plant species. Requiring manure catcher bags (or horse diapers) and clean
hooves could help the latter issue. Signage could deter off-trail or hiking trail use.
Horse trails need regular monitoring for degradation, erosion, and introduction of nonnative invasive species. The barn facility has drainage issues, and a lack of restrooms is
problematic.
C. Caving
Cedars of Lebanon is a well-known spot for cavers, and all the caves are classified as
recreational. The park presents periodic ranger-led programs in Jackson Cave, a popular
attraction. To enter any park or forest unaccompanied, people are first required to register at the
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park office and sign a liability release form. Vandalism is an ever present threat. Visitor damage
in Hermit Cave led to installation of a gate. Forthcoming signs will be posted at all public cave
sites providing notice of registration requirements and state laws on cave vandalism. [Appendix
L] The park will periodically monitor the caves. It has been recommended that access to
Procrastination Cave be limited to experienced cavers.
D. Campgrounds and Accommodations
Cedars of Lebanon has three campgrounds -- two for larger RVs and camper trailers and
one for smaller units. All receive heavy use and are slated for partial or full renovation in 2017.
Park facilities also include eight modern cabins with full amenities, a group lodge, one restored
WPA log cabin, one day-use WPA stone cabin for the public, and one day-use WPA stone cabin
for Friends of Cedars of Lebanon and the park’s Tennessee Naturalist Program chapter. Normal
use and maintenance issues apply to these
structures.
E. Nature Center
Cedars of Lebanon Nature Center features
natural and cultural history displays and is staffed
during the summer season and on weekends.
Behind the center, the Butterfly Garden, designed
and cared for by Wilson County Master
Gardeners, serves as a teaching garden on the use
of native plants for wildlife habitat. The garden’s
paths and back deck have been updated to meet
ADA standards of accessibility. [Garden Plant
List, Appendix I]

Mertensia virginica (Virginia bluebells)
in Butterfly Garden
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F. Private and Public Events and Recreation
Cedars of Lebanon is a very popular location for weddings, reunions, meetings, and
retreats. Cedar Forest Lodge, Assembly Hall, Juniper Gazebo, and several picnic shelters are
rented year round. Partnering with our Friends group, the park hosts several annual community
events. Elsie Quarterman Wildflower Festival in May, WPA Day in early October, and
Halloween Chills & Thrills in late October are park-sponsored events. Other organizations use
the park for their events, such as Team Magic’s Cedars of Lebanon Triathlon each August.
In addition to horseback riding, camping, and hiking, Cedars of Lebanon offers several
other recreational opportunities. The park has an olympic-sized swimming/diving pool and
kiddie pool with snack bar and shower facilities. There are three playgrounds, the most recent
installed in 2016. The disc (Frisbee) golf course was among the first developed in the state.
Two large picnic areas feature shelters and open-air stone or concrete tables with grills.
Normal use maintenance accompanies special events and visitation. Public road access
through the park results in a higher incidence of roadside litter.

WPA Day Crosscut Saw Competition 3rd place winners 2016

V. DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE ISSUES
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Perennial concerns at the park include:
• Water runoff from park roads creates problems in the karst landscape, particularly at
Hermit Cave, where a larger volume of water entering the cave has damaged its fragile
environment through increased erosion and led to greater instability. The runoff also
washes litter and other trash into the cave.
• General soil compaction around shelters and campsites damages soil structure, impeding
water infiltration, reducing water-holding capacity, creating drainage problems, and
negatively affecting plant growth.
• Abuse of easily accessed open glades through trash dumping, ATVs, and parties damages
habitat and vegetation, particularly rare and endemic species, and creates maintenance
headaches.
• Discharge of swimming pool water into karst sinkholes is inappropriate and damaging to
underground aquatic habitats and water supplies. Pool drainage needs to be tied into the
park’s existing septic system.
• The potential for vandalism requires constant vigilance regarding the park’s historic
structures and cultural resources.
• Inadequate septic systems for ranger residences and public bathrooms result in the
periodic discharge of waste water into public spaces. This issue needs to be addressed.
• Increasing private land development along the park boundary puts pressure on biological
systems and species, especially rare ones.
Acquisition plans and potential opportunities include:
• Transfer of state forest land to the park would provide a much needed buffer from area
development, offer greater protection to sensitive ecological systems, and allow
expansion of recreational opportunities like backpacking and primitive camping.
Departmental discussions are underway.
• Farmland bordering the western side of Highway 231 along the southern edge of Cedar
Forest Road across from the park entrance may be available for purchase. It would
provide an additional buffer at the forest’s highway entrance.
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VI. EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation, Division Natural Areas
Couchville Cedar Glades State Natural Area Resource Management Plan
Flat Rock Cedar Glades and Barrens State Natural Area Resource Management Plan
An Ecological Assessment of Cedars of Lebanon State Forest Wilson County, Tennessee,
Dec. 2003, Claude Bailey, Kirstin Condict, David Withers, Roger McCoy
A Guide to the Rare Animals of Tennessee, March 2009
Tennessee Natural Heritage Program Rare Plant List 2014
NatureServe — http://www.natureserve.org/
Terrestrial Ecological Systems of Tennessee, 12 July 2013
Tennessee Data Control Center — http://tndata.utk.edu/sdcdemographics.htm
Nashville Area Metropolitan Planning Organization — http://www.nashvillempo.org/growth/
Tennessee Department of Agriculture, Division of Forestry
https://www.tn.gov/agriculture/article/ag-forests-sf-cedars-of-lebanon
Baskin, Jerry M. and Carol C. Cedar glade endemics in Tennessee, and a review of their
autecology. Journal of the Tennessee Academy of Science, Vol. 64, No. 3:63-74, July 1989.
Quarterman, Elsie. Biota, ecology, and ecological history of cedar glades introduction. The ASB
Bulletin, Vol. 33, No. 4: 124-127, October 1986.
Reines, Sean. The Vanished Community of Hurricane and the Creation of Cedars of Lebanon
State Park. Tennessee Historical Quarterly, 64 (Winter 2005), 309-37.
Wilson, Charles W. Jr. Geology of Cedars of Lebanon State Park and Forest and Vicinity in
Wilson County, Tennessee. State Park Series 1, Tennessee Division of Geology, 1980.
Miller, Robert A. The Geologic History of Nashville and the Surrounding Middle Tennessee
Region. South Harpeth Publishing, 2014.
Tennessee Topography, Bulletin 86. Tennessee Division of Geology, 2009.
Soil Survey of Wilson County, Tennessee. USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Sept.
1996.
Historical Collections and Artifacts
State, business, and administrative documents and files from 1939 to 1950
Cemeteries in state forest
Videos and photo collections family home sites and early park history
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VII. LIST OF APPENDICES
A. Park map
B. Historic District, National Register of Historic Places
C. Park property acquisitions
D. Cedars caves
E. NatureServe classifications
F. Plant species list (partial)
G. Meadow management plan
H. Cultural structures and sites
I. Nature Center Butterfly Garden species list
J. Melanoplus ingrami species description
K. Trifolium calcaricum introduction plan
L. Cave registration sign
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G appex
Cedars of Lebanon State Park
Meadow Area Resource Management Plan
1. Background
The southwestern border of Cedars of Lebanon State Park is
comprised of an approximately 75 acre open meadow area. It is
bordered by park-managed forest on the north and east, and private
land on the south and west. The majority of this area was acquired
by the park in 2008. Historical use of the area is not entirely clear,
but it is expected that it was used mostly for crop production,
livestock grazing, and haying. Since acquisition by the park, the
area has been intermittently hayed and grazed by horses. It has also
had a 2-mile trail constructed that mostly follows the area’s
borders. In late 2015 park staff decided that we should begin the
process of a meadow restoration and management. With that goal
in mind, it was subjected to prescribed fire for the first time known
in March 2016.
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2. Present State
At the present time, the meadow area would be considered in a
degraded state. Woody succession is pervasive throughout all
border areas and rocky islands. There are numerous invasive
species present in large quantities in the meadow including:
Sericea Lespedeza, Johnsongrass, Musk Thistle, and Tall Fescue.
Some warm season native grasses can be found, but make up a far
lower percentage of the total vegetation than is desired. Native forb
production in the area is quite substantial with large populations of
ironweed, goldenrod, and milkweed in the mesic meadow areas. In
the thinner rocky soils, common ragweed is very abundant. Glade
species such as prickly pear, widow’s cross, fringeleaf wild
petunia, and woolly croton can be found in many of the rocky
outcrops that appear in the rocky grassland soils. Below is a partial
list of plant species found in the meadow.
Meadow Species List
( * non-native species)
Graminoids
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Cyperaceae (Sedge Family)
Carex spp. — sedges
Cyperus echinatus — round-headed flat-sedge
Cyperus sp. – flat-sedge
Juncaceae (Rush Family)
Juncus tenuis — path rush
Poaceae (Grass Family)
Andropogon virginicus — broomsedge
Aristida oligantha — old-field threeawn
Dactylis glomerata * — orchard grass
Dicanthelium spp. — panic-grass
Eragrostis spectabilis — purple lovegrass
Eragrostis minor * — little lovegrass (ID not certain)
Muhlenbergia schreiberi — nimblewill
Panicum anceps — beaked panic-grass
Panicum virgatum — switchgrass
Panicum sp. — panic-grass, witchgrass
Paspalum sp. (possibly floridanum — Florida crown-grass)
Paspalum laeve — field paspalum
Schedonorus arundinacea * — tall fescue
Schizachyrium scoparium — little bluestem
Setaria faberi * — Faber’s foxtail (annual, TN-EPPC Significant Threat)
Setaria parviflora — knotroot foxtail
Sorghum halepense * — Johnson grass (TN-EPPC Severe Threat)
Sporobolus compositus var. compositus – composite dropseed
Tridens flavus — purple top
Forbs
Acanthaceae (Acanthus Family)
Ruellia caroliniensis — Carolina wild petunia
Ruellia humilis — fringeleaf or glade wild petunia
Alliaceae (Onion Family)
Allium vineale * — wild garlic (TN-EPPC Significant Threat)
Apiaceae (Carrot Family)
Daucus carota * — Queen Anne’s lace (TN-EPPC Alert)
Torilis arvensis * — field hedge parsley
Apocynaceae (Dogbane Family)
Apocynum cannabium — Indian hemp
Asclepias syriaca — common milkweed
Asclepias verticillata — whorled milkweed
Asclepias viridiflora — green milkweed
Asclepias viridis — antelope horn
Asteraceae (Aster Family)
Ambrosia artemisiifolia — common ragweed (annual)
Ambrosia trifida — great ragweed (annual)
Carduus nutans * — nodding or musk thistle (TN-EPPC Significant Threat)
Cirsium discolor — field thistle
Conoclinium coelestinum — mistflower
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•

Conyza canadensis — mare’s tail
Elephantopus carolinianus — Carolina elephant’s foot
Erigeron strigosus — fleabane
Eupatorium serotinum — late-flowering thoroughwort
Fleischmannia incarnata — pink thoroughwort
Grindelia lanceolata — gumweed
Helenium amarum — bitterweed (annual)
Heterotheca camporum var. glandulissima — lemon-yellow/prairie golden-aster
Polymnia canadensis — Canada leafcup (edges)
Rudbekia fulgida var. fulgida – orange coneflower
Rudbeckia hirta — black-eyed Susan
Rudbeckia triloba — thin-leaved coneflower
Solidago altissima [S. canadensis var. scabra] — tall goldenrod
Solidago gigantea — giant or late-flowering goldenrod
Symphyotrichum spp. — aster
Verbesina virginica — white crownbeard

•

Verbesina alternifolia — wingstem
Verbesina occidentalis – yellow crownbeard
Vernonia gigantea — giant ironweed

Brassicaceae (Mustard Family)
Lepidium sp. — peppergrass
Cactaceae (Cactus Family)
Opuntia humifusa — prickly pear cactus
Caryophyllaceae ( Pink Family)
Dianthus armeria * — Deptford pink
Crassulaceae (Orpine Family)
Sedum pulchellum — pink stonecrop
Convolvulaceae (Morning-glory Family)
Ipomoea pandurata — wild potato vine
Euphorbiaceae (Spurge Family)
Acalypha rhomboidea – common three-seeded mercury
Croton monanthogynus — prairie tea (annual)
Croton capitatus — woolly croton, hogwort (annual)
Euphorbia nutans [Chamaesyce nutans] — eyebane (annual)
Fabaceae (Pea/Bean Family)
Desmodium paniculatum — panicled tick-trefoil
Galactia volubilis — downy milkpea (little twining vine)
?Kummerowia stipulacea * -- Korean clover, lespedeza (annual) (TN-EPPC Severe Threat)
Kummerowia striata * — Japanese clover/lespedeza (annual, TN-EPPC Alert)
Lespedeza cuneata * — sericea lespedeza (TN-EPPC Severe Threat)
Lespedeza procumbens — trailing lespedeza
Senna marilandica — southern wild senna, Maryland senna
Trifolium campestre * — low hop clover
Trifolium pratense * — red clover
Trifolium repens * — white clover
Hemerocallidaceae (Daylily Family)
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Hemerocallis fulva * — tawny daylily
Lamiaceae (Mint Family)
Calamintha nepeta – lesser clalamint
Prunella vulgaris – heal all
Malvaceae (Mallow Family)
Sida spinosa * — prickly fanpetals
Sida ellioti – Elliot’s fanpetals
Onagraceae (Evening-primrose Family)
Oenothera biennis — common evening primrose
Orchidaceae (Orchid Family)
Spiranthes lacera var. gracilis — slender ladies tresses
Passifloraceae
Passiflora incarnata — passion-flower
Phytolaccaceae (Pokeweed Family)
Phytolacca americana — pokeweed
Plantaginaceae (Plantain Family)
Plantago aristata — large-bracted plantain (annual)
Plantago lanceolata * — English plantain
Polygonaceae (Buckwheat Family)
Persicaria pensylvanica — Pennsylvania smartweed
Persicaria punctata — dotted smartweed
Rumex crispus * — curly dock (check key with R. altissimus)
Portulacaceae (Purslane Family)
Portulaca oleracea * — common purslane
Portulaca pilosa -- kiss-me-quick (annual)
Rosaceae (Rose Family)
Geum canadense — white avens
Potentilla recta * — sulphur cinquefoil
Rubiaceae (Madder Family)
Diodia teres — poorjoe
Houstonia pusilla — small or southern bluets
Solanaceae (Nightshade Family)
Physalis longifolia var. subglabrata — longleaf ground cherry
Solanum carolinense — Carolina horsenettle
Verbenaceae (Vervain Family)
Verbena urticifolia — white vervain
Woody Vines, Shrubs & Trees
Adoxaceae (Moschatel Family)
Sambucus canadensis — elderberry
Bignoniaceae (Bignonia Family)
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Campsis radicans — trumpet creeper
Caprifoliaceae (Honeysuckle Family
Lonicera japonica * — Japanese honeysuckle vine (TN-EPPC Severe Threat)
Symphoricarpos orbiculatus — coralberry
Cupressaceae (Cypress Family)
Juniperus virginiana — eastern red cedar
Ebenaceae (Ebony Family)
Diospyros virginiana — persimmon
Fabacace (Pea Family)
Gleditsia triacanthos – honey locust
Oleaceae (Olive Family)
Fraxinus pennsylvanica — green ash
Juglandaceae (Walnut Family)
Carya cordiformis – bitternut hickory
Juglans nigra — black walnut

Menispermaceae (Moonseed Family)
Cocculus carolinus — Carolina snailseed
Rosaceae (Rose Family)
Pyrus calleryana * — Callery pear (TN-EPPC Alert)
Rosa setigera — prairie rose
Rubus sp. — blackberry
Salicaceae (Willow Family)
Salix nigra — black willow
Smilacaceae (Catbrier Family)
Smilax bona-nox — sawbrier
Ulmaceae (Elm Family)
Ulmus alata — winged elm

Nonvascular Plants, Cyanobacteria
Pleurochaete squarrosa — glade moss
Nostoc commune — nostoc

3. Management Strategy
The overarching goal of the management strategy is to take our
degraded meadow area and restore it to a native meadow as closely
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as possible. This would be a meadow dominated by warm season
native grasses with a large variety of native forbs, vines, and some
woody shrubs. Trees would be minimal in the meadow area.
Invasive species would be eliminated or very low in numbers. The
currently heavily wooded fencerows would be cleared to allow for
better movement of wildlife, seed dispersal, and to improve the
view scape. This would achieve the goals of converting the area
from its present condition into something more natural and
historically accurate for the area as well as making it more
attractive habitat for a variety of wildlife species.
Assisting our efforts to achieve this goal, Margie Hunter from the
Tennessee Naturalist Program has provided valuable technical
assistance in plant identification, botanical inventory, and plot
studies. We have also been consulting with Dr. Dwayne Estes,
Director of the APSU Herbarium. He has provided us with a
predictive list of species for grasslands of the central basin. This
gives us an extensive list of possible occurring species to look for
as well as what to use in the restoration process. He has also done
research into what type of plant communities existed in this region
pre-settlement. His research has led him to conclude that this part
of the Nashville Basin was mostly oak savannah interspersed with
glades and meadows. Historically speaking, a naturally occurring
meadow in this area would have been a possibility.
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For ease of management and planning purposes, we have divided
the meadow area into 5 sections as seen below:

Soil maps indicate the area is largely comprised of rocky grassland, but
there exists a significant area of mesic meadow in areas 2 and 3, and a
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small wet meadow area in the southeastern corner of area 5.

4. Restoration action plan
1st Year
In March of 2016 areas 1, 3, 4, and 5 were subjected to a
prescribed burn. The objective was to use fire disturbance to
stimulate the seedbank and see what emerged. In July 2016 we
began taking inventory of observed meadow species and
conducting plot studies. Results will be compiled as a baseline and
compared year over year.
Area 1
After an initial evaluation, we have decided to focus on an
intensive management strategy for Area 1 during Fall 2016 –
Spring 2017. This area was chosen due to the severity of invasive
infestation and its relatively small size of 5 acres. It will be
managed as follows:
a) Sept 1 – 21. Prescribed burning of the area. Timing of this
burn is important for eradication of Sericea Lespedeza.
September burns reduce the vigor of adult plants so fewer
survive thru winter into the next growing season, provide
scarification for existing seeds in the soil to stimulate
germination the following spring so they can be controlled by
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other treatments, and provide a clean seedbed to apply preemergent herbicides the following April.
Timing of this burn also allows for the regrowth of cool
season grasses which can be spot sprayed with glyphosate
and 2 4-D weed killer while desirable species are dormant.
b) November 1 – 15. Disking area at a depth of up to 6 inches.
Disk area second time at right angles to the first. This will
allow for the control of Johnson Grass and other perennial
weeds prevalent in the area. Disking will bring the resilient
rhizome and roots of the grasses to the surface where they
can be killed by frost while the field lays fallow over winter.
Another benefit of disking, in terms of historical relevance, is
that it has been proposed disking mimics the same
disturbance effect of large ungulate herd migrations, which
exposed soil and stimulated the seedbank.
c) January 1 – 15. Double disk area again. Use harrow to
smooth surface. Final round with a rototiller to pulverize the
soil. Pack surface with culti-packer.
d) January 15 -31. Plant forbs in dormant season to allow for
cold stratification. Plant with drill or by broadcast. Planting
will be approximately 4 lb per acre.
e) April 15 – May 15. Use native seed drill to plant native
grasses in crosshatch pattern. Planting will be approximately
4lb per acre.

Planting List Area 1
* Baptistia australis — blue wild indigo
* Dalea purpurea — violet prairie clover
Glandularia canadensis — rose vervain
* Liatris aspera — tall blazing star
* Monarda fistulosa — wild bergamot
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Phlox pilosa — downy phlox
* Ratibida pinnata — gray-headed coneflower
Rosa carolina — Carolina rose
Silphium pinnatifidum or glabrum — rosinweed
* Symphyotrichum priceae — Price’s aster
Eryngium yuccifolium — rattlesnake master or
Ziza aptera — meadow zizia, golden alexanders
Echinacea tennesseensis – Tennessee Coneflower
Cassia fasciculate – Partridge Pea
Coreopsis lanceolate - lanceleaf coreopsis
Desmanthus illinoensis - Illinois bundleflower
Helopsis helianthoides - false sunflower
Lespedeza capitata - roundheaded bushclover
Schizachyrium scoparium — Little Bluestem
Bouteloua curtipendula - Sideoats Grama
Sporobolus heterolepis - Prairie Dropseed, Composite Dropseed
Sporobolus compositus - Tall Dropseed

f) May – Sept 2017. Monitor planting for invasives and nondesirable species. Consider high mowing plot in June and
July if large amounts of undesirable graminoids persist. Spot
spray any invasive and non-native species.
Areas 3, 4, and 5
a) Jan – Feb 2017. Prescribed Burning of areas 3, 4, and 5 to
reduce woody succession and stimulate seed bank.
b) Feb 15-31 2017. Light strip disking of Area 5 to promote
variety in new growth from seed bank. This will provide
further disturbance in disked areas promoting species
differentiation between disked and un-disked parts of the
area.
c) July 2017. Strip mow area 3 to encourage Native Warm
Season Grass growth in this area that was heavily forb
dominated during 2016.
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Entire Meadow Area
a) During the entire 1st year efforts will be made to control
woody succession throughout the area. “Islands” of woody
plants already established in open meadow areas around
rock outcroppings and sinks will be thinned but allowed to
remain to increase the diversity of wildlife habitat. Most
other trees standing in open meadow will be removed
mechanically if not initially controlled by fire. Existing
fencerows will be thinned significantly or removed to
create a more continuous open meadow. This will
facilitate movement of wildlife and seed dispersal.
b) During the entire 1st year there will be a focus on nonnative and invasive plant eradication. Not only will this
include things like Johnson Grass and Sericea Lespodeza
that grow in the open meadow, but woody species found
on the edges of the meadow such as Chinese Privet,
Japanese Honeysuckle Vine and Tree of Heaven.
2nd Year
The second year will be an opportunity to observe the efficacy of
management strategies implemented the previous year. Because native
grasses and forbs spend a majority of their energy in the first year
establishing extensive root systems, significant above ground growth
will be limited until this time. We should be able to judge how
successful our efforts in Area 1 were, and whether we should continue
using intensive management in other areas of the meadow. Also, by this
point, the whole meadow will have been fully burned twice along with
disking in area 5 and mowing in area 3. This will be the time to assess
how well these techniques have worked and evaluate the need for more
intensive management. Meadow-wide surveys and species inventories
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will continue to be taken to compare to the previous year to determine
effects.

Subsequent Years
Continuous monitoring and management will be needed to protect
established native communities and prevent incursions of non-desirable
species. Prescribed burning will be conducted on 2-3 year cycles to
prevent woody succession and promote the health of the native plant
communities. Prescribed burns will take place as follows:
Areas 1, 2, and 3 – Jan –Feb 2018
Areas 4 and 5 – Jan – Feb 2019
Burns will then reoccur in these areas every 2-3 years depending on
present conditions such as woody encroachment, species composition,
and vegetation density.

5. Conclusion
With careful management and persistence, it is possible to
transform what is now a degraded meadow area into something
resembling a historically naturally occurring meadow. Some of the
many benefits of this will be an educational opportunities for park
visitors, restoration of a disappearing type of plant community in
our state, and a better habitat for native wildlife. Challenges to
completing our goal will be securing adequate funds, manpower,
securing correct seed genotypes for our region, and control of
undesirable species.

47

Appendix A. Park Map
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Appex D

Cedars of Lebanon Caves
Karst Topography and Caves

Rain water mixes with carbon dioxide to form a weak carbonic acid that chemically weathers
limestones made primarily of calcium carbonate. Through surface cracks acidic water travels
underground along fractures and joint planes in the limestone bedrock and slowly dissolves the
rock to form sinkholes, caves, pits, and underground streams. These geologic features are called
karst topography.
In Tennessee, a cave is deﬁned as an erosional feature with at least 50 total feet of
horizontal passages or 40-foot total combining length and depth. It qualiﬁes as a pit if there is a
single drop at least 30 feet deep requiring vertical climbing equipment with less than 50 feet of
horizontal passage. There are many pits and small cave in park and forest but the following are the
largest that are known.

Jackson Cave
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Area History and Caves
The caves in and around Cedars of Lebanon are one of the reasons for the park’s present location,
not only for their geologic, biological, and scenic qualities but also to tap the water supply from
Jackson Cave’s springs. This water served many years as the primary source for the park’s pool,
drinking water, and other needs.
Local histories involving these caves oﬀer interesting narratives such as: Ben Coy, an
African-American recluse, once lived and died in Hermit Cave, according to History of Wilson
County Tennessee: Its Land and Its Life by Dixon Merritt. Another myth related by Merritt states
John Murrell hid “bandit loot” in Jackson Cave in the 1800s.
The river in Jackson Cave was also known for the Baird brothers’ sour mash whiskey
operation, Crystal Spring Distillery ca. 1881, as advertised in Southern Lumberman Magazine. The
river was tapped for the distillery from ground level at the hill near the entrance to Cedar Forest
Trail, the same well location where water was tapped for the park.
Some of the park’s earliest visitors said their grandfathers or relatives went into Jackson
Cave and came out on the city square in Lebanon, fostering yet another myth. Examination of the
underground terrain does not completely rule out this possibility yet casts strong doubts on such
claims.
At one time, the park charged 10 cents for tours into Hermit Cave, which had steps, doors,
and lights installed. Cedar’s ﬁve-mile Hidden Springs Trail is named for Hidden Pot cave found along
the trail by a wet-weather stream. Water falling into Hidden Pot’s vertical entrance can be heard,
accounting for its name.
A Vanderbilt University graduate student named Ivey described the geology and several
caves in the area of Cedars of Lebanon State Park.
Diver in Jackson Cave
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Jackson Cave
Jackson Cave is a 4500-foot section of a larger cave in the park. The main passage is walking height,
1000 feet long and 15 feet wide, and ends at a pool of water and sump at the end of an upstream
passage. A side passage leads to the downstream section of the cave, which consists mostly of
crawling passages ﬂoored in gravel, with some ﬂowing water and pools of water. Cave ﬁsh and
Tennessee Cave Salamanders live in the stream of this cave. In high water, the stream water rises
and ﬂoods the lower passages and then ﬂows out of the entrance to the cave. The stream in
Jackson Cave comes from the sump that connects to Procrastination Cave. The stream in that cave
ﬂows from the north or northwest, but it also ends in a ﬂooded sump. Water quality could be
aﬀected from runoﬀ and dumping in sinkholes from areas north or northwest of the park. Due to
the stream ﬂowing inside and sometimes overﬂowing out the entrance of the cave, there is a
section that is quite muddy and slippery from water running out of cave .
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Jackson Cave Complex

WL48 Hermit Cave
WL20 Jackson Cave
WL20E2 Procrastination Cave
WL17 Grotto Pit
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HermitCave
Hermit cave is a small cave located in a sinkhole next to
the picnic area. It consists mainly of a single room 55 feet long and 15 feet wide with a single
passage leaving this room and continuing 60 feet to a point too tight for human passage. The end of
this passage is within hearing range of
people in the main passage of nearby Jackson Cave. During rains, water runs from areas around the
sinkhole down into the cave, into the room, and then into the narrow passage at the lowest areas
of the cave and on into Jackson Cave. Signiﬁcant rains could wash dirt, rock, and debris into the
cave. Stalagmites, stalactites, columns, and rimstone pools are found in this cave, some damaged by
previous visitors.

Hermit Cave
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Procrastination Cave
This is the northern continuation of Jackson Cave. This section consists of 10,000 feet of passages.
The small entrance lies in a small sinkhole, and the ﬁrst few hundred feet of the cave are low crawl
passages in a dry downstream passage. The passage eventually enlarges to walking height with
deep pools of water and several speleothems, with Southern Caveﬁsh and Tennessee Cave
Salamanders inhabiting the stream. The main cave stream is reached after about a mile.
Downstream leads to the sump that connects to Jackson Cave, and upstream goes a few thousand
feet before ending at a sump. Another side passage goes a few hundred feet toward a
surface sink, but it does not connect to the surface. In rains, water ﬂows into the entrance, washing
in dirt, rock, and debris, which sometimes partially blocks the very low entrance passage. The main
stream takes water from the sinkhole plain to the north or northwest of the sump, and some debris
in the passage indicates a possible connection to the surface. Pollution could easily aﬀect the caveadapted species in this cave system.

Procrastination Cave entrance
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Procrastination
Cave ﬂowstone
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Grotto Pit
Grotto Pit is a small cave 134 feet long and 77 feet deep. The entrance is a pit 32 feet deep that
leads into a series of small rooms. A small drop at the end of the cave ends at a low crawl that
is too low for human passage, but this passage is only a short distance from a passage in
Procrastination Cave, making this cave an in-feeder into the Jackson Cave system. Water ﬂows into
the cave in rains, washing dirt, rock, and loose debris into the entrance and room

s
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Hidden Pot Cave
located on Hidden Springs Nature Trail, approx. 2miles out .The entrances are 2 pits on each side of
hiking trail, one pit is barricaded to prevent someone from falling into it. The trail gets its name for
the water that can be heard running during wet weather from the underground spring.
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Cedar Forest Cave
Located in the state forest, this is also a cave used by park visitors. It is several hundred feet long
with an entrance near Cedar Forest Road, and the passages near the entrance are easily negotiated.
Several dripstone formations are present in this cave.
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Hurricane Creek Cave
This cave is located in the state forest near the bridge on Cedar Forest Road. This cave is over
14,000 feet long, but most of the passages are low and require crawling. Over a mile downstream
from the entrance, the cave opens up to walking passage for a half mile with a few cylindrical
domes extending up over 20 feet towards, but not reaching, the surface. The main passage then
splits and lowers to several crawl passages continuing, but no pushed.
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Management
Presently all caves in the Park are listed as recreational. No cultural, historical, or natural features
are suﬃcient to prohibit entry. Liability release forms must be signed or access. These forms are
located at the Park oﬃce. [Sample form attached] All caves should be posted by attached sign
Other threats to the caves’ environment include the ﬁlling of sinkholes with rock, dirt, or
trash, which would aﬀect water ﬂowing into the cave system, and illegal dumping of chemicals into
the sinkholes or surface of the karst environment, which would allow these substances to reach the
cave stream and animals living in it.
Hermit Cave is gated to guard against vandalism and to protect the animals that
inhabit the cave and the formations found in the cave, some of which have already been damaged
by previous visitors.
Animals likely to be found in the caves include Tricolored Bats, millipedes, two species of
cave crickets, cave beetles, several species of salamanders (mainly Cave Salamander, Slimy
Salamander, and Northern Zigzag Salamander), mice, and Allegheny Woodrat. Other animals seen
in the caves include Virginia Opossum, Raccoon, Gray Fox, as well as Tennessee Cave Salamander,
Southern Caveﬁsh, crayﬁsh, and isopods in the cave stream.
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Apex L

Registration is Required to Enter Cave
All caves on Cedars Of Lebanon State Lands are classified as recreational.
Registration and signing of a release of Liability is required to enter any cave.
Individuals that do not register can be cited for Trespassing. Registration can be
done at Park office, Nature Center, or Forestry Office. Do not bring clothes,
shoes or caving equipment that have been used in other caves’ without them
being properly cleaned and disinfected with bleach. All Natural features of cave
are protected by law, Tennessee Code 11-5-108.
Tennessee Cave Law 11-5-108. Vandalism of Cave or Caverns:
A) It is an offense for any person, without the prior permission of the owner, to knowingly:
1. Break, break-off, crack, carve upon, write or otherwise mark upon, or in any manner
destroy, mutilate, injure, deface, mar or harm any natural material found within any
cave or cavern, such as stalactites, Stalagmites, helicities, anthodites, gypsum flowers or
needles, flowstone, draperies columns or other similar crystalline material formations;
2. Kill, harm or disturb any plant, animal or artifact found therein;
3. Disturb or alter the natural condition of such cave or cavern; or
4. Break, force, tamper with, remove, or otherwise disturb a lock, gate, door or other
structure or obstruction designed to prevent entrance to a cave or cavern, whether or
not entrance is actually gained.
B) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the owner of the property from performing
on such owner’s property any of the acts set forth in subsection (A).
C) An act constituting a violation of the section is to be valued according to the provisions of 39-11106 (A)(35) and punished as theft under 39-14-103.

In Tennessee it is Illegal to:
Break formations, Disturb or Kill Bats, Litter or Dump, Carbide, Write on Cave walls, Disturb
Natural Features, Disturb Historic Artifacts, or Tamper with Cave Gates.Marking in caves with
spray paint is illegal and unnecessary. Broken formations can-not be replaced – Formations
are best enjoyed inside a cave.Do not litter inside or outside a cave.Take nothing but pictures,
leave nothing but footprints, kill nothing but time
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Apex C, Land Acquisitions
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Appendix H

CEDARS OF LEBANON STATE PARK

CULTURAL STRUCTURES AND
SITES
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Index of Historic Structures and sites
Pre Park sites and structures
1. Parton home site
2. K.C. Lannom home site
3. Jackson Home Site
4. Barrett home site
5. Hobbs home Site
6. Patterson home site
7. Sue warren home site
8. Clemmons home site
9. Bennet Mill stone
10. Friendship school
11. Small pox cemetery
12. Rock walls
13. Jackson Cave

WPA and Park Era sites and structures
14. Cedar Forest Lodge
15. Mill Stone in cedar Forest Lodge
16. Generator shed
17. Dynamite shed
18. Cabin 10
19. Cabin 11
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20. Cabin 12
21. Cabin 13
22. Recreational courts

23. Water tower
24. Nature Center

25. Bridges
26. Shelters at Jackson Cave
27. Shelter #1
28. Shelter #7
29. Old shop
30. Picnic tables
31. Rock path
32. Water fountains
33. Park entrance
34. Split rail fencing
35. Lantern posts
36. Rolling stone

1. Parton place (site 70)
Description – Former home site of Walter Parton, he sold his land to the government when land was
first being acquired for the Cedar Forest. Tax records indicate he was a land owner from around 1905
until 1935.The home had one log room a framed addition and porches. The home was built by Van
Parton, but no further record of Van can be found. Walter was the son of B.C. Parton who possibly
resided in the home prior to Walter. Following the development of the Cedar Forest The home was used
as a ranger’s residence until between 1954 and 1958. The government built a barn, smoke house and
chicken coop in the vicinity during the time it was a ranger’s residence.
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Current Status – At this time all that remains are rock piles from chimney falls and evidence of rock pier
supports, a few old trees that would have surrounded the home are still standing as well.
Location – The site is located on the south west corner of Sue warren and Burnt house Rd.
Coordinates – N 36* 04’57.0 W 086* 10’03.0
Size – within 1 acre
Significance – This is the site of one of the homes that existed on the land prior to the development of
the Cedar forest as well as one of the early ranger residences.
Time period – Original construction date is unknown; it was occupied by Walter from approximately
1905-1935 Then occupied by rangers until the mid-1950s.
Recommended actions – monitor the remaining site for vandalism and share the history of the site
through interpretive signage on the hidden springs trail nearby.
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Rock pile / metal

Chimney fall
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2. K.C. Lannom site
Description – Part of land was included in the original park extending toward the park office and the
remainder was purchased by the state in 2008 K.C. Lannom was a LU worker
Current Status – A portion of this property was purchased by the state in 2008 included in the field and
old barn.
Location – north western portion of the field complex extending toward the office
Coordinates –
Size –
Significance Time period –
Recommended actions – find the home site
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3. Thomas Jackson Place (site 72)
Description – Site of frame home built by Thomas Jackson, probably between 1865 and 1869. The house
was owned by W.M. Ingram, J.C. Ingram and G.H. Lannom. The house was torn down about 1938.
Jackson Cave gets its name from the home builder as it was part of this tract.
Current Status – current remains include several chimney falls, remains of an old rock fence, a large pipe
stand, and many small artifacts including glass bottles, barrel hoops, and broken dinnerware.
Location – The site is located on the north side of East Richmond shop Rd. on the west side of the TVA
right of way. A large Cedar tree stands near the old home site.
Coordinates – 36*04’46.67 N 86*19’33.46” W
Size – Within 1 Acre
Significance – This is the site of one of the homes that existed on the land prior to the development of
the Cedar forest as well as one of the early ranger residences.
Time period – 1864-1938
Recommended actions – Due to its location within 100 yards of private residence this site is at risk for
vandalism and loss or damage of small artifacts. Evidence at the site indicates that kids play in the area
and there is a well-defined 4 wheeler path on the edge of the site. Further field work and collection of
surface artifacts is recommended. Following artifact collection monitor the remaining site for vandalism
and share the history of the site through interpretive signage on the horse trail nearby.
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The William Ingram family circa 1905
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Rock pile possibly part of the foundation

Chimney fall consisting of limestone and brick
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Close up of limestone and brick at chimney fall
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Chimney fall
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Line of low stacked rocks- part of a of a rock wall (see lower right of William Ingram family picture)

Chimney fall at base of tree

Barrel hoop
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Rock pile, possibly part of the foundation
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Pieces of broken dinner ware- many in the area

Foundation rocks, dinnerware pieces, and broken glass
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Glass bottle

Well at rear of site
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A variety of small artifacts are found throughout the site

Thomas R.B. Jackson Private/First Sergeant Born Wilson Co. 5’ 11” fair complexion blue eyes, dark hair.
Enrolled 21 My 61 at Nashville, aged 23 ; According to an article in CV, Volume III (1895), P98, early in
1864 he was a member of the brigade sharp shooters and was assigned a Whitworth rifle brought in
from England through the blockade. Many bluecoats bit the dust at long range from his unerring range.

Qorpfederate l/eterar;. SHARPSHOOTING IN LEE'S ARMY. Alter <'.en. Lee had raised the siege of
Richmond in 1 si,2. and began playing chess with (leu. McClellan in tile nneii country, he found the
necessity tor a closer knowledge of his enemy. His cavalry and scouts gave him a general idea of the
movements of his antagonist, but the information was frequently several days old, and counterchanges
were often made of which he was ignorant. More especially did he need constant information from his
immediate front to prevent surprises from quick action by his antagonist. He found Gen. McClellan so
wiry a foe that it became absolutely necessary to have more accurate data as to his daily movements
than his valued scouts and cavalry could bring him from the rear or inside the Federal camps. He found it
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essential to locate their front line and its strength, to know whether it was a strong skirmish line making
a demonstration, or a line of battle preparing for action. He was able to gain some information from
skirmishers sent out to feel the enemy's position, but found it not exactly what he wanted. Profiting by
his experience with skirmishers, he had sharpshooters organized in a few brigades. These proved so
efficient that rapidly every division was equipped with a corps. These soon became a necessary adjunct
and a fixture throughout his entire army. Officers were selected to command them for their peculiar
fitness for this important and dangerous branch of the service. As Gen. A. P. Hill once re- marked:
"Sharpshooters, like fiddlers, are, born and not made." An officer from each regiment, usually a
lieutenant, was selected to command the detail from his own regiment, and an officer from the brigade
was selected as captain to command the battalion. They were drilled in all the fancy and skir- mish drills,
in long range ami accurate tiring. Gen. Lee ordered an abundance of ammunition and the best arms in
the service for them. Men distinguished for undoubted courage, with intelligence and perfect selfpossession in dangerous places, who could stand any amount of physical wear, severe duty, ami strict
discipline, were selected. Owing to the peculiarly dangerous nature of their calling, they were instructed
in drill to take advantage of every tree, stump, or inequality in the surface, and were not required to
preserve perfect alignment when moving to the front. Early in 1864 blockade runners succeeded in
bringing to Wilmington, N. C, two Whitworth rifles, with ammunition. Quite a scramble took place for
these guns. Archer's Tennessee Brigade finally got one, and Hood's Texan's, the other. The one to the
sharpshooters of Archer's Brigade was as- signed to Thomas R. Jackson, and many bluecoats bit the dust
at long range from his unerring aim. The one to the Texans was used with deadly effect ami credit to the
•' Lone Star State." 'the first campaign proved, as in everything else, the excellent judgment of Gen. Lee.
The sharpshooters were indeed the eves and the ears of the army. Ever alert and watchful, they caught,
and reported each important incident occurring. In the top of a tree with a glass, or crawling on his face
close to an unsuspecting picket, counting Hags or tents, or watching a moving column to ascertain its
destination, was his constant occupation. Something would attract his attention, and perhaps an hour
later, would find him four or five miles to the right or left, working out the problem. I'.eu. Lee was
informed of every move by some fleet-footed sharpshooter, while others were before, or behind
moving columns of the enemy, and like sleuth hounds, never lost sight of them. A number developed
into valuable scouts, and often, in case of necessity, penetrated to the very heart of the Federal Army.
Hut for the watchful sharpshooters. Gen. Lee could never have met every advance of Gen. Grant in the
memorable campaign from Gerinania to the Appomattox. So annoying were the v. and so accurate their
information, that Gen. Grant issued a special order concerning them. By their bold bluffs they often
delayed the advance of the enemy until Gen. Lee could bring up troops. When an attack was decided
upon, they were sent forward to clear off every obstacle to the enemy's line of battle, taking places with
their command in the charge. The fatality was fearful, and their depleted ranks had to be constantly
recruited. There was, however, a bright side to their lives. They bore the relation to the army that a
drummer does to the wholesale trade in business. They always had a fund of good humor at hand. In
their exposed positions, games of draw poker were often played. The new jokes generally originated
with the sharpshooters. When it was quiet along the lines they became well acquainted with the fellows
on the other side, swapping tobacco for coffee, or, perhaps, the best poker hand would take the pot. An
underground railway was established by them with the Federal pickets opposite. Many letters found
their way to anxious parents by this means, and many a coy maiden's heart was made glad by news
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from her bold soldier lover passed across the lines by the sharpshooters. Strong friendships were
sometimes formed between men on opposing lines, and not one instance of treachery, either personal
or to their respective armies did I ever know. The night was never too dark or the storm too tierce for
them to hesitate when called on. They could go to sleep in a minute, and were so well trained that they
could wake at any moment. A tribute from the enemy to the gallantry of two Confederates: "Here lie the
remains of a Major ami a Sergeant of an Alabama regiment, who fell in a charge upon our works far in
advance of their comrades. 'Stranger step softly o'er the ground; The brave sleep here.'" A subscriber
sends this and wishes to know the names, if procurable, of these heroes. They were killed in the battle
of Jonesboro, Ga. Capers Dickson has been elected Commander of Jefferson Lamar Camp, No. 305,
Covington, Ga., and J. W. Anderson, re-electedA djutant. Thirteen dele- gates were seJdflted to the
Houston reunion. Confederate l/eterai). 99 CAPTAIN RIDLEY'S JOURNAL. April 17th. We rest to-day; have
been to town, sold ten dollars in greenbacks tor one thousand in con federate. Found all bustle and
excitement there. Gloom and sadness pervades the whole land; subjugation stares us in the face. ( )ur
Armv of Tennessee (so called after the permanent organization at Smithlield i, now has to cope with
Grant, Sherman, and Thomas. If we pass through the States of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and
Mississippi we'll have no army. What ran we do? Oh, the humility attending submission! April 18th.
Beauregard and Breckenridge went up to Hillsboro last night at the request of Johnston. "Pis supposed
that they are negotiating with Sher- man for the surrender of this armv. Desertion every night is
frightful. Ten or twelve trains went to Hillsboro this morning, 1 suppose lor the purpose of bringing the
yanks down to take charge of us. Mv immediate association with the members of Stewart's staff and
command, of two vears services in the Army of Tennessee, my acquaintances while 1 was a private in
Ward's Regiment Morgan's Cavalry for nearly a year, tills my heart with sorrow as I think of giving them
up. The hardships, perils and dangers that we have undergone together ties the knot of friendship
forever. April 19th. General Stewart just returned from town, states that Johnston has returned and
brings news of the killing of Lincoln and the stabbing of Seward by some unknown persons in a
Washington city theatre. In the recklessness of the times, some of the masses rejoice, yet our thinking
gentry regard it as most unfortunate. Gen. Johnston gets the information from Sherman, with whom he
has been conferring for the last day or two, in which he has secured all indefinite truce. He is
negotiating, we all think, upon terms of surrender. Confederate money is worth nothing now am sorry I
let that ten dollar greenback bill go. Our army is getting demoralized. A band of marauding soldiers
visited our camp this morning and coollj helped themselves to some leather and goods that we had
quietly Se- cured from the Quartermaster's Department. We are in great suspense ma\ be here a
month. April 20th. Gen. Johnston sent Col. Mason, A. A. General, to Gen. Stewart this morning with the
basis of negotiations. In the first place, an armistice is agreed upon in- definitely, each side agreeing to
notify the other forty-eight hours before hostilities shall be resumed. Second. Thearmy of the
Confederate States is to be disbanded; the troops of each State at their respective Capitals. Third,
Soldiers, ami their property are to be re- spected by the United States' authorities. In brief, the two
Generals are lor us to return to the Union as we were previous to the war; political officers are
recognized that were ejected by the State previous to "the rebellion. The submission is entirely upon our
part, hut it is on much better terms than we ex- pected. Should these terms be agreed upon, the arms of
the troops of each State are to be turned over to their State authorities. liens. Stewart and Loring tonight explained the substance of thenegotiation and the cause of armistice to a large assembly of
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soldiers. After this many members of the Twelfth Louisiana Regiment came up and requested
explanations. If the terms are agreed upon for peace, we will all soon l K. headed for our dear old
homes, even if they are not what they were four years ago. I once enjoyed a laughable and side splitting
farce in which the leading characters begun and ended as 1 will end my notes of this April 20th: "What!
() what will become of us all?" For Audv Johnson has about got us in his clutches, and Brownlow has
said: "Greek tire to the masses, but tire to the leaders." April 2Kt. Lieut. Stewart. AJphonso, and I went
to town this morning. Nothing new stirring. Saw (leu. Hoke. who. upon learning that mv lather was with
me on .1 \isit'. promised to send an ambulance lor him. Hoke is our kinsman. Mai. Lauderdale reports
Johnston's operator as telling him that the enemy took Montgomery, Ala., and Columbus, Ga., before
the order of ., cessation of hostilities reached them. The\ burned seven hundred wagons that we had
left behind on our way from Tupelo. We suppose that when Johnston met President Davis at
Greensboro, he told him that nothing was left us but to surrender, hence he left Johnston to close the
book and took den. Dibrell's Command with him to trj and reach the TransMississippi. April 22d. I learn
from a staff officer of den. Johnston Maj. Clare . that orders are being issued to divide with the army all
the silver coin in pos- session of Johnston's paymaster s54.oimi.imi. This will give each man $1.80 apiece,
a small sum for four years' trials and
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4. Barrett Place Site 130

Description – former site of a frame built house and well owned by the Barrett family
Current Status – all that remains ids the well top and a few stone piles
Location – Located between Riding Stables and Ranger Residence in the woods at the entrance of the
New Riding trailhead.
Coordinates –
Size – less than 1 acre
Significance – Pre-park home site
Time period –
Recommended actions – no further action at this time
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Hobbs Place Site 133
Description – Homestead prior to park possibly dating back to 1866. The house was a frame house
which was always known as Hobbs Place. It was bought from the Hobbs in early 1900s by Posey Lannom
and Wes Ingram and then by Tal Majors and Prentiss. The house was torn down prior to government
acquisition.
Current Status – no remains could be identified
Location – Location is off Burnt House Rd Annex and identified by two chimney falls.
Coordinates –
Size – Less than one acre
Significance - Homestead prior to park possibly dating back to 1866
Time period – 1866-1930’s
Recommended actions – No further action at this time

Probable picture of house from the Dick Huddlston Collection
Wes Ingram is the verified individual in the picture
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Patterson Site 68
Description – site of a former frame house
Current Status – no remains could be identified
Location – south side of cedar forest rd. 1 mile east of cedar forest lodge
Coordinates – Site not verified
Size – Less than one acre
Significance - Homestead prior to park
Time period – 1860’s-1938
Recommended actions – No further action at this time

Located at Hurricane Church
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7. Susan Warren Place
Description – Site of Log home
Current Status – no remains could be identified
Location – west side of sue warren rd. 2000’ south of burnt house rd.
Coordinates – Site not verified
Size – Less than one acre
Significance - Homestead prior to park
Time period –
Recommended actions – No further action at this time

Edwards #2 Cemetery
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Sue Warren
(Small women in back row second from right)
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8. Clemmons place
Description – Site of Log home
Current Status – chimney falls and a fence post are all that remain
Location – near hidden spring
Coordinates –
Size – Less than one acre
Significance - Homestead prior to park
Time period –
Recommended actions – No further action at this time

Clemmons Chimney fall 1
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Clemmons Chimney fall 2
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Clemmons fence post
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9. Bennet Mill Stone Foundation
Description – The large stone table currently located behind the Cedar Forest Lodge was once the
foundation for the steam engine that powered John Wes Bennett’s saw mill. The mill building was a two
story structure which was dismantled around 1915. The mill and associated residence were located just
of Simmons bluff road near the former residence of Dick Huddleston.
Current Status – set behind Cedar forest Lodge as a table
Location – Behind Cedar Forest Lodge
Coordinates –
Size – 13’ L x 3.5’ W x 3’ H
Significance – was once the foundation for the steam engine that powered John Wes Bennett’s saw mill
Time period –
Recommended actions – An interpretive plaque could be installed nearby

J.W. Bennett flour mill
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10. Friendship school
Description –
Current Status – A well is all that remains
Location – Across rd. to the east of the horse barn
Coordinates –
Size – Less than one acre
Significance Time period –
Recommended actions – No further action at this time
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11. Small Pox Cemetery
Description – The family Dock Clark is buried after contracting small pox, 7 graves are located north

east of the Park office. The exact location un-known but they were marked with white washed
rocks at one time
Current Status – evidence could not be located
Location – 7 graves Located North East of Park office exact location un-known but were marked

with white washed rocks at one time
Coordinates –
Size – Less than one acre
Significance Time period –
Recommended actions – continue to look for evidence of grave markers
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12. Rock walls
Description –Rock walls were once a common sight in the region as they served to delineate boundaries,
while providing a use for the numerous rocks that had to be removed from the ground before it could
be farmed.
Current Status – condition varies
Location – Several located on the former land of Thomas Jackson including one at home site and three
in the large field behind the nature center. There is also one located on hurricane creek near sue warren
rd.
Coordinates –
Size – approximately 1000’
Significance Time period – pre park
Recommended actions – keep area around the walls clear of vegetation to prevent damage
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13. Jackson Cave
Description – Jackson cave is a significant cave system being mapped to over 14,000’ of linear travel.
Historically it was used as a water source for locals including a distillery operation. The cave is the outlet
for the sink holes in the area.
Current Status – The cave is currently used for recreational tours
Location – WPA rd. behind the Cedar Forest Road
Coordinates – 36*05’09.50”N 86*19’29.27” W
Size – greater than 14,000’
Significance – Jackson cave has historical and ecological significance as it played a role in the early
settlers to the land, it is a major reason that the Cedar Forest was built where it is keeping the cave and
the lodge as focal points of the park. The Cave also contains blind cave fish, cave crayfish, and cave
salamanders all of which are threatened species.
Time period –Pre-historic-present
Recommended actions – the cave needs to continue to be monitored for vandalism, but should
continue to be used for recreational and educational purposes. The addition of interpretive panels and a
viewing platform downstream are planned and will promote the educational component.
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14. Cedar Forest Lodge
Description – Lodge built of rock and cedar by the WPA during the initial development of the Park in
1936-1937. The limestone and timber were sourced locally with much of the rock coming from
homesteads that once stood on the property.
Current Status – The building is currently still in use as a rental hall for weddings, and parties. While the
building is still a great example of WPA architecture and construction it has had many “improvements”
over time some of which do not fit with the history of the building. Additionally there is leaking around
the chimneys, damage to most of the window frames, the floor is unstable, and some cracking of
masonry joints is visible. Damaged wood on the interior of the structure was replaced in February of
2016.
Location –on WPA road approximately 500 ‘east of the intersection of Cedar Forest Road and WPA Road
Coordinates – 36*05’09.18” N 86*19’27.20” W
Size – 51’ x 75’
Significance – The lodge has remained the center of the park and a prime example of WPA Architecture
since the opening of the Cedar forest.
Time period –1936- present
Recommended actions –The structure needs renovations both to preserve the building structurally as
well as to correct portions that are not historically aesthetic. Interpretive panels telling the history of the
building should be installed to the east of the building where it will be highly visible yet not detract from
the appearance of the building.
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CFL under construction

Front of Cedar Forest Lodge
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Main fireplace and mill stone
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East end of building

Rear of Building
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Sun room on west end of building

Sun room
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15. Mill Stone at Cedar Forest Lodge
Description – Mill stone embedded in fireplace stone work at the Cedar forest Lodge
Current Status – In the Cedar Forest Lodge
Location – Cedar forest Lodge main Fireplace
Coordinates –
Size – 36’
Significance Time period –
Recommended actions – Verify the stones origin
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16. Generator House
Description – A small stone building that at one time housed a generator which provided electricity to
the park before the electrical grid reached the area.
Current Status – the building has recently been painted and a new roof has been installed. The
generator was removed previously.
Location – opposite the Cedar forest lodge
Coordinates – 36*05’09.82” N 86*19’24.32” W
Significance –The generator provided electricity to the park at a time when electricity was not yet
available in the area.
Time period – pre WPA-park
Recommended actions – Place interpretive panel along the cedar forest trail

Roof replacement February 2016 (CASP)
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17. Dynamite Storage House
Description – Built by the WPA to store dynamite to be used in the construction and development of the
Cedar Forest. The structure is located in campground 3 in the woods behind campsite 15. It is boarded
up and not accessible.
Current Status – Hidden and unmaintained
Location – Campground 3
Coordinates –
Size – 10’ L x 10’ W x 6-8’ H
Significance -- 1st building on WPA Project list

Time period –WPA
Recommended actions – de – board it investigate current condition remove trees too close to structure
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18. Cabin 10

Description – Cabin 10 is one of the original WPA structures built on the property. It is a limestone block
construction consisting of one bedroom on bathroom a central living area and a kitchen
Current Status – The cabin is currently a day use cabin, it is in fair condition with interior finishing’s that
are of the wrong time period. A fire during the 1940’s led to interior reconstruction and the relocation of
some walls, the porch at the side was added on in the 1970’s
Location – Intersection of Cedar Forest Road and WPA road.
Coordinates – 36*05’13.26” N 86*19’24.92” W
Size -30’ x 40’
Significance – This cabin is a representation of limestone block construction used by the WPA and
Time period – 1937 Recommended actions – The interior of the cabin should be re-finished to the era of construction and a
plaque with the buildings historic information placed on site.
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The side porch was enclosed at a later date

Living area and fireplace
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19. Cabin 11

Description – An original log cabin built by the WPA
Current Status – The cabin was fully renovated in 2016
Location – second cabin in the old cabin loop
Coordinates –
Size –
Significance – one of the original cabins it was used for rentals as well as a residence for park staff
Time period –WPA
Recommended actions –
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20. Cabin 12
Description – An original log cabin built by the WPA
Current Status –
Location – Third cabin in the old cabin loop
Coordinates –
Size –
Significance – one of the original cabins it was used for rentals as well as a residence for park staff
Time period –WPA
Recommended actions –
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21. Cabin 13
Description – Cabin 13 is one of the original WPA structures built on the property. It is a limestone block
construction consisting of two bedrooms on bathroom a central living area and a kitchen
Current Status – The cabin is currently used for storage and as a classroom, it is in marginal condition
with interior finishing’s that are in poor condition and of the wrong time period.
Location – approximately 1000’ south of the intersection of Cedar Forest Road and WPA road
Coordinates – 36*05’05.25” N 86*19’21.57” W
Size – 39’ x 45’
Significance – This cabin is a representation of limestone block construction used by the WPA and the
park superintendent’s residence for many years.
Time period – 1937 Recommended actions – The building needs significant maintenance and repair to preserve it as well as
to restore its historic aesthetic; including exterior washing, window work, wall covering, floor covering,
fireplace repair, and insulation.
As this building is one of the original structures, centrally located and of adequate size it would make a
great museum. It could be restored to historic aesthetics then each of the rooms could hold a different
aspect of the parks history, from pre-settlement, settlement, WPA, and Park ERAs. Outside the large
yard area could hold other historic demonstrative areas including a blacksmith shop, sorghum mill,
Sorghum/maple boiler, homestead garden, carpentry shop, saw mill, and grain mill.

173

174

Added left side shed to garage January 2016 for wood storage. East exterior wall
to be replaced 2017.
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22. Recreational courts
Description – Croquette court, shuffle board, horse shoes, and tennis courts
Current Status – the tennis courts are now paved, the Croquette Court is now a paved basketball court,
the shuffle board and horse shoes are still near the Cedar Forest Lodge.
Location –on WPA road approximately 700 ‘east of the intersection of Cedar Forest Road and WPA Road
Coordinates – 36*05’09.89”N 86*19’27.24”W
Size – Within 3 acres
Significance – These are the original recreational amenities of the forest.
Time period –1936 Recommended actions – these Sites should be preserved while being maintained in usable condition.
The tennis courts need some repairs and an interpretive panel with game play directions. The Croquette
court is no longer usable for Croquette but court could be prepared and equipment loaned out to
provide an educational recreational activity for guests. The shuffle boards need to be repainted and new
cues, and disks are needed. The horse shoe area needs minor repair as well. Providing loanable
equipment and resources on how to use these classic games would provide an excellent educational
activity.
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View from old guard tower at the pool
Horse shoes

Shuffleboard
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23. Water tower

Description – The park water tower once supplied water from Jackson cave to the park
Current Status – All that remains of the tower is the foundation, and cisterns
Location – north of the of the Cedar forest trail just east of the loop split
Coordinates – 36*05’22.14” N 86*19’25.22” W
Size – Within 1 Acre
Significance – Historically water was pumped from Jackson cave for a distillery later a water tower was
built to supply the park with water.
Time period – pre WPA-park
Recommended actions – Place interpretive panel along the cedar forest trail and place a grate over the
open tanks for safety
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Former water treatment facility filtered and chlorinated the water
Seen as the building in fore ground of the above picture
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Treatment basins in the back of the treatment facility
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Holding cistern

Control valve at bottom of tower

Piers that tower legs once sat on
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24. Nature Center
Description – The nature center was originally the bath house for the swimming pool when it was at this
location. Since the pool has been filled in the building was converted into a nature center. It has been
recently renovated.
Current Status –The nature center is currently in good condition
Location – WPA road 500’ south of cedar forest road intersection.
Coordinates – 36*05’07.12” N 86.19’28.48” W
Significance – This is the site of the original pool and bath house, at the time a swimming pool would
have been a rare facility. The structure was converted into the Dixon Merritt Nature center in 1975 and
refurbished in 2015 The nature center is used to educate about one of Tennessee’s most unique
ecosystems.
Size - 75’ x 32’
Time period –
Recommended actions – Include further history of the old pool in the museum
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Bath house During construction

Pool during construction
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Pool during
construction
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25. Bridges
Description – old stone bridge abutments are still intact below the modern concrete bridge near the
camp store.
Current Status – All that remains are the abutments, while they demonstrate great craftsmanship few
know that they are there.
Location – WPA Road at the west side of the camp store.
Coordinates – 36*05’01.13”N 86*19’20.77 W
Significance – The bridge structure was replaced with a modern concrete bridge at an unknown time but
the old stone abutments still lay beneath the old bridge.
Time period –
Recommended actions – no action needed at this time
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26. Shelters at Jackson Cave
Description – original structures to the park in 1937 built as overlooks to Jackson Cave made from cedar
and limestone from the park. The shelters both overlook Jackson Cave opposite of each other.
Current Status – good condition - Both shelters received new roofs in winter of 2016 by CASP
Mennonites
Location –Downstream of Jackson cave entrance
Coordinates –
Size – 12’ L x 8’ W x 6-8’ H
Significance - original structures to the park in 1937
Time period –1937
Recommended actions – Clean graffiti from rock work

188

27. Shelter #1
Description – These shelters are rented out as a daily rental majority of the year at $40 per day. They
both have picnic tables, grills, fireplaces, and electricity. They can hold up to 40 people. Both shelters
were original structures to the park dating back to 1937 and were built by the WPA using local
materials, including limestone and timber. They both showcase the historical masonry from the era in
the rock structures and fireplaces.
Current Status – Roof replaced in 2015 as well as the Fireplace and rock structure were repaired 2016.
Location – South of the intersection of Cedar Forest and WPA roads
Coordinates –
Size – 48’ L x 20’ W x 10’-20’H
Significance - This shelter not only provide revenue for the park and a service for the community such as
birthday parties, reunions, showers, or any get together, but they also showcase the artistry in the
masonry of the 1930s and how significant they were to the community and the park during its infancy.
Time period –1937
Recommended actions – Minor rock /mortar repair is needed

1939-1940
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28. Shelter 7
Description – These shelters are rented out as a daily rental majority of the year at $40 per day. They
both have picnic tables, grills, fireplaces, and electricity. They can hold up to 40 people. Both shelters
were original structures to the park dating back to 1937 and were built by the WPA using local
materials, including limestone and timber. They both showcase the historical masonry from the era in
the rock structures and fireplaces.
Current Status – Roof replaced in 2015 as well as the Fireplace and rock structure were repaired 2016.
Location – East side of the Assembly hall
Coordinates –
Size – 38’ L x 20’ W x 10-20’ H
Significance - This shelter not only provide revenue for the park and a service for the community such as
birthday parties, reunions, showers, or any get together, but they also showcase the artistry in the
masonry of the 1930s and how significant they were to the community and the park during its infancy.
Time period –1937
Recommended actions – Rock /mortar repair is needed
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29. Old Shop
Description – The original maintenance building on the park built by the WPA. WPA Job 210-3, 101 feet
by 28 feet
Current Status – Currently used as a wood shop and equipment storage
Location –East side of maintenance facility
Coordinates –
Size – 101 feet
Significance - The original maintenance building on the park built by the WPA.
Time period –1937 Recommended actions –repair roof, doors and repaint
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30. Picnic Tables
Description – Original picnic tables built by the WPA using locally sourced limestone
Current Status –one still on site but the top has been replaced with concrete
Location – picnic area between Cedar Forest Lodge and Shelter #1
Coordinates –
Size – 6’ 6’
Significance - Original picnic tables built by the WPA
Time period – WPA era
Recommended actions –

Below shelter #1
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31. Rock walk path across from cabin
Description – remains of original walk path leading from the cabins at cabin 10 to the picnic and
recreation area.
Current Status – barely visible below soil
Location – across from Cabin 10
Coordinates –
Size –
Significance - original walk path
Time period –WPA early Park era
Recommended actions –Clean soil and debris from surface
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32. Water fountains

Description – Original stone water fountains found throughout the park
Current Status – six remain standing with 5 still in use, the fountain in the shelter pictured was located
near shelter 5 but was removed in the 1980’s
Location – Nature Center, Cedar Forest Lodge, Shelter #1 , Hill Picnic area.
Coordinates –
Size – 2’x3’x3’
Significance - Original stone water fountains
Time period –WPA Era
Recommended actions –
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33. Park Entrance and Road
Description – The main park entrance on Hwy. 231 has changed several times throughout park history
Current Status – current generation entrance on site
Location – Hwy. 231 and Cedar Forest Rd.
Coordinates –
Size –
Significance –The main Entrance has been the entry point for park visitors since the park opened.
Time period –multiple from WPA till current
Recommended actions –

Original

197

1978
198

1989

1996
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34. Split Rail Fence
Description – The split rail fences found throughout the park have become a key feature.
Current Status – most sections repaired or replaced in the winter of 2016
Location – throughout the park
Coordinates –
Size – approximately 250 sections 8’-10’ each 4 rails high
Significance –An original park land mark that has become a key focal for the park.
Time period –WPARecommended actions –
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Fence repair February 2016 (CASP)
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35. Lantern posts
Description – Stone column bases that once held lanterns to light the park.
Current Status – Currently they are used for signs 5 remain in the park as of 2016
Location –
Coordinates –
Size –
Significance Time period –built in 1937
Recommended actions –
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36. Rolling Stone
Description – a masonry based roller used by the WPA in the development and early maintenance of the
park.
Current Status - The roller currently is in static road side display within the park
Location – intersection of Cedar Forest Road and WPA Road
Coordinates -36*05’14.05’ N 86*19’26.20’ W
Size – Within 1 Acre
Significance – It was used in landscape maintenance and to roll the tennis courts
Time period – 1937Recommended actions – The addition of an interpretive panel along the picnic area side of the display
area about the roller how it would have been used and what it was used for on site would give the
display greater meaning
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