
Directions
From Nashville: travel west on I-24. Take Exit 11
and travel east for five miles. Port Royal is 
located approximately 12 miles southeast of
downtown Clarksville, Tennessee, off Hwy. 76.

Hours of Operation
8:00 AM to Sunset

Port Royal State Historic Park
3300 Old Clarksville Hwy.

Adams, TN  37010
931-645-0622

Tennessee State Parks
William R. Snodgrass TN Tower

312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue, 2nd Floor
Nashville, TN 37243

888-867-2757

www.tnstateparks.com

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
is committed to principles of equal opportunity, equal access
and affirmative action. Contact the Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservation EEO/AA coordinator at 
888-867-2757 or the ADA Coordinator at 615-532-0059 for 
further information. Hearing impaired callers may use the
Tennessee Relay Service at 800-848-0298.

Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation authorization no. 327152, 10,000
copies.  This public document was promulgated 
at a cost of $.07 per copy, November, 2016.

We’re Mobile!
The Tennessee State Parks Pocket 
Ranger app is available at the Apple 
app store and Google Play.

Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteers and Friends assist in 
protecting, preserving and promoting 
the cultural and natural resources of 
their favorite state park, giving of their 
time and talents to ensure their park’s integrity
for future generations to enjoy. It’s easy to show
your support – join a Friends group or participate
in one of the many volunteer opportunities we
offer individuals, families and groups.

To learn more about volunteer opportunities in
your area visit www.tnstateparks.com.
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Other Nearby State Parks
Dunbar Cave State Park - 11 miles
Bicentennial Capitol Mall State Park - 44 miles
Bledsoe Creek State Park - 57 miles



Port Royal State Historical Park
Located in Montgomery County, Port Royal
State Historic Park is a 29-acre day-use park
noted for its historical significance. Visitors
enjoy fishing, peaceful hikes and picnics. Access
to Sulphur Fork Creek and the Red River is 
available for guests with canoes and kayaks.

Park Facilities
Port Royal State Historic Park 
includes ADA accessible restrooms 
and a four table picnic area with one 
being wheelchair accessible.

Historical Significance
Port Royal was the site of one of the earliest
colonial communities and trading posts in 
middle Tennessee. It was first settled in the
early 1780s and had been a Longhunter camp as
early as 1775. The town of Port Royal was 
founded in 1797 and rose to great prominence in
the early part of the 19th century because of its
strategic location at the head of navigation on
the Red River and at a major stagecoach route.
Crops of tobacco and other produce were
brought via flatboat to Port Royal which served
as a central tobacco inspection point and 
warehouse for the region. Flatboats were also
extensively manufactured at Port Royal to take
goods to distant points such as New Orleans
and Natchez. During much of the 19th century,
Port Royal became the only stop in Tennessee
on the “Great Western Road” stagecoach route
between Nashville and Golconda, Illinois.

Trail of Tears
Port Royal is designated as an official 
site on the Trail of Tears National 
Historic Trail. The Trail of Tears 
commemorates the forced removal of 
Cherokee from their homelands in the
Southeastern United States and the paths they
traveled westward in 1838 and 1839. Removal
records mentioned Port Royal, the last stop before
leaving Tennessee, as an encampment site where
the Cherokee stayed overnight or longer to 
re-supply, grind corn and rest. For more 
information about the Trail of Tears National
Historic Trail, visit www.nps.gov/trte.

Hiking Trails
The Overlook Trail is a short stroll along the top of
the bluff to overlook the Red River and the bottom
below. This trail is of moderate difficulty and about
100 yards long. The Trail of Tears is an original 
preserved section of the Trail of Tears certified by
the National Park Service. This trail is about 300
yards long and is rated easy. The River Bottom Trail 
connects to the Trail of Tears and provides a
leisurely walk through a forested river bottom. This
trail is .5 miles long and rated easy. 

Historic Port Royal
As you stroll through the park you will notice the
remains of the foundations of stores, homes and
warehouses with some dating back to the 18th
century. There are wayside interpretive panels to
tell you about these remains. Preserved within the
park is a very excellent example of an early Pratt
Truss design steel bridge built in 1890. This bridge
spans the Sulphur Fork Creek and presents a very
picturesque view of both the Red River and the
Sulphur Fork Creek. This bridge is available 
to foot traffic only. 

Fishing
The beautiful and scenic Red River and 
Sulphur Fork Creek drain approximately 
975 sq. miles of northern Tennessee. Angling on
both rivers is excellent. A Tennessee fishing license
is required for ages 13 and older. All laws, rules and
regulations pertaining to fishing apply.

Annual Events
November – Port Royal by Lantern
Take a guided lantern tour through Port Royal
State Historic Park and meet some of Port
Royal’s most famous (and infamous) residents
as they tell tales of the frontier. Please check
with the park for dates and times.


