
Directions
From I-75, Exit 122, take Hwy 61 east for 
approximately 12 miles. Park entrance is on the
left. The park is located between the cities of 
Andersonville and Maynardville.

Hours of Operation
Summer: Sunrise to 10:00 PM ET

Winter: Sunrise to Sunset
Office Hours: 8:00 AM until 4:30 PM

Every Day Apr.-Oct., M-F During Winter

Big Ridge State Park
1015 Big Ridge Park Road
Maynardville, TN 37807

800-471-5305
865-992-5523

Tennessee State Parks
William R. Snodgrass TN Tower

312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue, 2nd Floor
Nashville, TN 37243
888-867-2757

www.tnstateparks.com
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Tennessee Relay Service at 800-848-0298.
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We’re Mobile!
The Tennessee State Parks 
Pocket Ranger app is available at 
the Apple app store and Google Play.

BIG RIDGE
STATE PARK

www.tnstateparks.com

Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteers and Friends assist in 
protecting, preserving and 
promoting the cultural and natural 
resources of their favorite state park, 
giving of their time and talents to ensure their
park’s integrity for future generations to enjoy.
It’s easy to show your support – join a Friends
group or participate in one of the many volun-
teer opportunities we offer individuals, families
and groups.

To learn more about volunteer opportunities in
your area visit www.tnstateparks.com.

T E N N E S S E E

Planned programs
Seasonal Interpretive Rangers provide many free 
activities for the entire family during the summer
months including guided hikes, movies, campfires,
arts and crafts, nature programs and organized
sports activities. Schedules are updated weekly.

Recreation Hall
Experience the true craftsmanship of yesteryear
in our Recreation Hall. Offering a spectacular view,
the facility is a stand alone, self-contained dining
hall for daily use available by reservation only. It
includes seating for up to 60, a massive fireplace,
a covered porch, a kitchen and two restrooms.
Adjacent to the Rec Hall is a small amphitheater.

Picnic Pavilions and Playground Areas
Open picnic areas with tables and grills are 
available and are generally located near restroom
facilities. The park also has four covered 
shelters/pavilions that may be reserved for a
nominal fee or are available on a first come, first
serve basis. Capacity for each is 25 people. The
shelters are equipped with picnic tables, a grill, an
electrical outlet and water spigots are conve-
niently located nearby. 

We have a sand volleyball court, softball field,
two tennis courts, several horseshoe pits and a
basketball court. Located next to the park 
office, the playground has a variety of swings
and equipment for children of all ages and 
abilities and has wheelchair access.

Nearby State Parks
Norris Dam State Park – 17 miles
Cove Lake State Park – 24 miles

Annual Events
Spring - Easter Egg Hunt (day before Easter)
August - Bluegrass Festival (third Friday)
October - Ghost House Hikes (each weekend)

Nearby Attractions 
Museum of Appalachian - 12 miles

Fishing
You can fish year-round anywhere from the shore
of Big Ridge Lake, (except the swimming beach),
or from the many miles of shore along Norris
Lake which is famous for its striped bass fishery. 
State license requirements apply to all fishing.

Gift Shop
Our gift shop is located inside the park 
office/visitor’s center and is open during 
office hours. Big Ridge State Park shirts, 
and souvenirs and other items are available.

Biking
Bicycles are welcome on the park’s roads and 
parking areas, but not on the trails. Remember to
wear your helmet if you are under 16 years of age.



Big Ridge State Park
The heavily forested, 3,687-acre park lies on
the southern shore of the Norris Reservoir 
approximately 25 miles north of Knoxville. The
rustic park offers visitors a wealth of activities
to meet any interest from seasonal 
guided nature tours to camping.

Big Ridge State Park was one of five 
demonstration parks developed by the 
Tennessee Valley Authority in cooperation 
with the National Park Service and the Civilian 
Conservation Corps as an example of public
recreation development along TVA lakeshores. 

Many of the structures on the park reflect the
craftsmanship and stonework of the CCC, and
along the trails you may see remnants of the
homes and farms that existed here prior to the
birth of the TVA. Before the park was created,
the area was heavily populated and used for
agriculture. Other notable features of the park
include the Norton Gristmill built in 1825, rem-
nants of Sharp's Station Fort constructed in the
late 1700s and Indian Rock where a plaque 
commemorates the death of Peter Graves, a
settler of Sharp's Station.

Swimming
A sandy beach next to Big Ridge Lake provides
swimming enjoyment from before Memorial Day
through after Labor Day. There are no lifeguards
on duty.

Cabins
The park has 20 rustic cabins available from April
through October. Most cabins can accommodate
six people. All but one of the cabins were built in
1936 by the Civilian Conservation Corps and retain
the charm and design of that time. Five cabins are
located on the lakeside and 15 sit on the 
heavily wooded ridge.

Boating
Canoe, pedal boat, tandem kayak and 
rowboat rentals are available on the 49-acre 
Big Ridge Lake. The boat dock is open seasonally
from Memorial Day through Labor Day. Please call
the park office for specific hours of operation. 
Visitors may use their own electric trolling motors
on park rowboats. Privately owned boats, including
canoes and kayaks, can be launched on Big Ridge
Lake for a nominal fee. Fishing boats, ski boats,
and wave runners can be launched at the boat
ramp on Norris Lake just outside the park entrance
drive. Due to the low lake level, there is no access
to the park boat ramp on Norris Lake during winter
months. 

Camping
Big Ridge has 50 year-round campsites on or near
Norris Lake to accommodate RVs, trailers and tent
campers. Most sites have water, 50-amp electrical
hookups, picnic table and a grill. A dumping station
is available at the entrance to the campground.
There are three bathhouses with hot showers and
restroom facilities in the summer months, and 
one is available year-round.   
Group Camp
Accommodating up to 120 persons, the 
group camp has 19 screened-in bunkhouses, 
sleeping six to eight each. Also included is a 
dining hall with commercial kitchen and three
bathhouses. The group camp is open from April
through October and reservations are required.

Hiking
Over 15 miles of hiking trails travel along dry ridges,
lush hollows, old roadbeds, lakeshores and beside
cemeteries and remnants of early settlements.
Trails range from easy to very rugged. Free trail
maps are available at the park office. Trails are open
year-round and overnight camping is allowed on
designated backcountry campsites by permit only.

Event and Venue Options
We have areas around the Grist Mill, some open
lawn areas and other spots that are available for
rent. Please call the office for more details.

BIG RIDGE 
STATE PARK


