
Hootin Hollow Trail (West side): 
Trail Features: Water Views, Wildlife Encounters 

Trail Location: Left of West Campground Site #27 

One Direction Length: 1.1 Miles 

Lowest Elevation: 1268 Feet 

Highest Elevation: 1432 Feet 

Total Elevation Gain: 164 Feet 

Trail Blaze Color: Yellow 

Difficulty Rating: Easy- moderate 

  

Directions to Trailhead: 

Enter West entrance to park off Highway 441 and turn left onto the first road (at 
white gate) and proceed to the West Campground. Park on edge of campground 
road just past campsite 27 on the right or nearby. Or you can access the opposite 
end of trail from the Andrews Ridge Trail by parking across from the dump/ranger 
station just before you would enter the campground loop. 

Trail Description: 

The Hootin Hollow Trail derives its name from the common call of the Barred owls 
that can be heard as you hike above and alongside the Gaylor Hollow Fishing 
Cove. Take a flashlight and try an evening hike experience the best chance for owl 
encounters. 

The trailhead mentioned here will start just past West campsite 27 at 1432 feet 
and follows the ridgeline running parallel to the last half of the West campground. 
Trail bed is dirt and rocky meandering through a shady, moderately dense forest 
along a generally narrow path. 



Throughout this trail, make a game with a family member to count the number of 
multi-trunked trees you can find as you hike. Because there are a lot! Trail begins 
by descending quickly toward Gaylor Hollow. Within the first 0.10 miles you’ll 
pass an old roadbed on left where the trail will switchback and drop to 1397 feet.  

Take note of the variety of mushrooms and lichens that can be found on this trail. 
Other species seen here include Paw Paw, Eastern Redbud, Sassafras, Flowering 
Dogwood, Yellow Poplar, American Beech, Red and Sugar Maples, Oak and 
Hickory. 

Arrive at a bench on the right at 1328 feet in 0.20 miles. An old roadbed comes up 
from the lakeside on right at 1282 feet in 0.43 miles. Where just past the half-mile 
mark, trail curves left for the return trip as you round the point of this peninsula 
and approach the second bench for some lake views. Here you are adjacent to 
point 2 on the lake. 

Ascending back toward the top, watch for the Beggar’s Ticks growing on the trail’s 
edges. You come to another old roadbed on right at 1320 feet in 0.70 miles where 
I also see another 3 trunked tree. How many have you counted so far? 

The trail ends in 1.10 miles at 1370 feet where it now meets the Andrews Ridge 
Trail. Turn left here and take Andrews Ridge Trail back to the old ranger station 
and campground dump station just before you drove into the campground loop 
getting to the trailhead; or, turn around and go back. 


