
Directions
Take Interstate 24 to Exit 8 (Rossview Road).
Turn left on Rossview Road.Travel 1/4 mile to
Dunbar Cave Road.  Turn left on Dunbar Cave
Road.The park entrance is 2.5 miles on the right.

Hours of Operation
Park: 5 a.m. CT to Sunset

Visitor Center: 8 a.m. to Sunset
Park Office: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Dunbar Cave State Park
401 Old Dunbar Cave Road
Clarksville, TN  37043

931-648-5526

Tennessee State Parks
William Snodgrass Building T N Tower 
312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue, 2nd Floor

Nashville, TN 37243
888-867-2757 

www.tnstateparks.com

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation 
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Tennessee Relay Service at 800-848-0298.
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We’re Mobile!
The Tennessee State Parks 
Pocket Ranger app is available at 
the Apple app store and Google Play.
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Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteers and Friends assist in 
protecting, preserving and promoting 
the cultural and natural resources of 
their favorite state park, giving of their 
time and talents to ensure their park’s integrity
for future generations to enjoy. It’s easy to show
your support – join a friends group or participate
in one of the many volunteer opportunities we
offer individuals, families and groups. 

To learn more about volunteer opportunities in
your area, visit www.tnstateparks.

Nearby Attractions
Customs House Museum - 3.5 miles
Riverwalk - 4.0 miles

Other Nearby State Parks
Port Royal State Park - 12 miles
Montgomery Bell State Park - 40 miles

Annual Events
May - Spring Fling 
July – Cooling at the Cave

T E N N E S S E E



   Dunbar Cave State Park
The 141-acre park is honeycombed by Dunbar Cave
and numerous sinkholes. The cave has historical, 
natural, archaeological and geological significance.
Excavations revealed that this cave has been used by
man for thousands of years, drawn by its constant
stream flow and natural air conditioning. These early
inhabitants left drawings on the cave walls, perhaps
as part of religious ceremonies. Dunbar Cave has
been a State Park and a State Natural Area since 1973.

European-American settlement began in the late
1770s, with Thomas Dunbar being an early resident. In
the 19th and early 20th centuries, Dunbar was a 
popular mineral springs resort. In the 1930s it was
associated with big band music and dances, with 
performances by such greats as Artie Shaw and
Benny Goodman. In 1948, country music star Roy
Acuff purchased the property and broadcast a live
country music radio show from the area. The cave
contains over eight miles of mapped passageway and
is the site of scientific investigation. The cave is the
habitat for several rare animals including the federally
threatened Northern long-eared bat, a blind cave
crayfish and the southern cavefish. Above ground,
oak-hickory forests and a small lake support 
numerous wildflowers, songbirds and waterfowl, 
reptiles and amphibians and mammals ranging from
whitetail deer to raccoon and grey fox.

Hiking
Over three miles of hiking trails range from the 
easy 2/3 mile Lake Trail, the moderate one mile 
Short Loop, to the strenuous two mile Recovery 
Trail, which has several steep hills. All trails take you 
past the cave entrance and around the lake. The Short
Loop and Recovery Trails take you into the forest and
over successional fields.

Museum
A small newly renovated natural history museum is locat-
ed in the Visitor Center. It is open between 8:00 a.m. and
4:30 p.m. as staffing permits. Exhibits on mammals,
birds, rocks, nests, trees and seeds are included.

Picnic Area
Six picnic tables without grills are available on a first
come first-serve basis. Personal propane grills are 
permitted in the park. Restrooms are available in the
nearby visitor center which is open from 8 a.m. to
sunset daily (closed some holidays).

Fishing
Fishing is available year-round in Swan Lake. Favorite
catches are bluegill and bass. A state fishing license is
required.

Planned Programs
The park offers scheduled nature programs year-
round for all ages. Topics include birds, wildflowers,
bats and geology. The park offers ranger-led Cave
Tours during May, June, July and August. Cave 
walkways are relatively flat but muddy in places.
Some stooping and climbing of steps is necessary
and for this reason the cave is not handicap 
accessible. Group size is limited and reservations
are required. For complete tour details, please
call the park.
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